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A LETTER to tlie, | 

SIR, 3 : 3 
HE deplorable State of Chriftia- 
nity in thoſe Parts of it which have 
reform'd from Popery in Doctrine, is 
 Chiefly to be aſcrib'd to the Contempt or 
Neglect of the Divine Inſtitutions relating 
to the Conſtitution and Oeconomy of the 
Church. This in particular hath brought 
all the Diſorder and Confuſion in matters 
of Religion, for which England is ſcanda- 
lous above all other Chriſtian Countries, 
having ever ſince the Great Rebellion, 
abounded with Religious Sects and Facti- 
ons, which owe their Original, mote or 


less, to the direful change and overthrow 
of that Government, which Chriſt ordain'd 


W for his Church, and his Apoſtles left in it, 
and which throughout all Ages was conti- 
nued without Interruption in the Chriſtian 
World for 1500 Years, as that very form of 
Church Government, which all Chriſtians 
thought was ordain'd to continue unto the 
End of the World. There never was in all 
that time any Church founded but in, * 

3 a vn 


With 
of Men aſſume t 


8 in a flouriſhing Church, 


ces. an Aſſembly | 
ſhould be hald in. edu, io their Aale 


— 
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Set 


; nor did ever 


they could get a pretended Biſhop, — 
whom they had their Prieſts, and 
Prieſts hls Miho, till the time = 


Reformation; nor did any Chriſtian Priefts, 
or People of an Epiſcopal Church, (ever 
riſe up z3ainſt their Biſbops «s 

reject the whole Order, but thoſe of Ort 
Britaia, under the pretence of farther Re- 
formation, by which they have brought 
ſuch Confafoas, and ſo expos'd — 
among us, that it is in a great meaſure 2 | 

| fo that we may ſay, (as was long 4ince. 
 faid of Juſtice in the r of the 

1 ight from 

Earth to Heaven. Could any Church, or 

Father of the Catholick 22 

agin'd or deliev d 

without the Giſt of Prophecy, that an 

ters of | 


World) that ſhe hath taken he 


ent Times, have im 


Age would come, when the Presby 
a National Church would take upon them 
to denoſ their Biſhops, and teach the pro- 
13 their Order was contrary to 
Word, or grievous and unnec to the 
Church! 


and Worſhip, conſiſting of Two Provin- 
.of oral Presby ters 


: Title of a Church, till 


4 fach, and 


in Anti- 
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s. 


ould chey have imagin'd, that 
pure in Doctrine 


25 8e 2. e =» ww 
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Later go the: du ' 
and their LawfubSovereign Lord the Ex- 
ternal or Civil Biſhop ot- his Charch, by 
the command of Rebels in actual Arms 
| againſt their King! Could they ever ima- 
gine, that in three famous National Chur- 
ches reform'd after the Antient Pattern of 
Churches ſettled in the Primitive Times, 
and proſeſſing the ſame Holy Faith, a 
ſtrong Party of Presbyters and People, 
ſhould be ſo wicked, as by Force to depoſe 
the whole College of Biſhops, and as much 
as they could, extirpate the whole Order 
as — and needleſs, nay, as an An- 
ti-Chriftian Conſtitution, ' and a Yoak 
| Which we nor our Fathers were able to 
bear! Yet Sir, Lam oneof thoſe ſurviving 
Men who liv'd in thoſe times, and ſaw all 
thoſe things done, and the direful conſe- 
quences, the firſt of which was the ſetting 
up a 3 ky — * — by Pres- 
yters aſſuming Epiſcopal Authority, Who 
with their wn calPd * 
But theſe did not long flouriſh; for as they 
had taught the People that Epiſcopal Ordi- 
nations or Miſſions were not neceſſary, fo 
others ſoon ſaid the ſame of their Ordina - 
tions by Presbyters, aſſerting, that only 
Gifts, and the Call of Gifted Men by the 
Congregation was ſufficient for the Mini- 
ſtry; and fo from the Set of Preabytery 
= BER . 4 ſprang 
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A Letter to the Author. 
ſprang up that of the Independents among 
us, and. from them ts, others, who 
thought Gifts alone were a ſufficient Call 
to the Miniſtry, and in this abomination of 
deſolat ian, Laymen firſt invaded the Sacred 
Office of the Miniſtry among us. ä 

When I was a Young School Boy in a 
little Village near Helmſley in Torkſbire; 
I ſaw a Man in Gray Cloths ſtep up into 
the Pulpit on the Lord's Day, where after 


a long Prayer he preach'd to the People, as 
well as I can gueſs from what I now re- 


member, after the manner of the Fifth Mo- 
narchy Anabaptiſts. Being afterwards re- 
moved to School at North- Allerton, I faw 


an Officer of CromwelPs Army go up into 


the Pulpit, and there after a long Prayer,he 
made a long Sermon, of which, as I then 
underſtood little, ſo I remember nothing, 
but that he talk*d-much of Dead Ordiner- 
ces, and Gifts of the Spirit, and a Carne 
Miniſtry, meaning no doubt the Miniſtry 
F the Church. By that time Quateriſm, 
which began in Weſtmoreland, was much 


increagd in that Place, here I often ſaw. 


not only Men, but Women Preach both 
in the Fields, and in Houſes without any 


other call, but their pretended Motions of 


the Spirit, when (you muſt, Sir, excuſe 
my knpertinence to tell you, 


that) a 
School- 
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School-Fellow older than my ſelf by 3 or 
4 Years, though of a Lower Form in the 
School, who had been carefully bred up 
in Charch Principles, and like another Ti- 
mot hy inſtructed by his Parents from his 
Childhood in the Scriptures, ſo baffled their 
Speakers, by asking them who ſent them 
to Preach, and urging the places of Scrip- 
ture againſt them, which ſpeak of God the 
Father's ſending our Saviour, and Fir 
ſending the Apoſtles, and They others; 
and by requiring of them a Viſbie proof 
of their pretended Call by the Spirit, that 
they came not of a long time after to that 
place, and as I remember, not till that 
Boy, fo mighty in the Scriptares, was taken 
r 
Indeed Sir, the Neceſſity of an Immedi- 
ate, or Mediate Call and 2 — . to 
any Divine Miniſtry, is fo plainly taught in 
the Scriptures 45 e Margin, 
that I have often wonder'd how any fort of 


*The Piſſion of Poſes. — Aud the Lord ſaid —= 
Come nom therefore, 1 I will fend thee unto Pharaoh, 
that thou mazeſt bring forth my People, 8c. out of Egypt. 
Exod. 3. 10. Now therefore 80, and I will be with thy 

Duth, and teach thee what thou ſbalt ſay. Exod 4. 12, 
ſent Moſes his Servant. Pal. 105. 26. ; 

The Dilſion of the Jewi h PrieFs, Tate hn unto .. 
thee Aaron thy Prother, and his Sons with him, from 
mang the Childcen of Iſrael, chat He may Miniſter 


a 3 Chriſtians 


— 
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Chriſtians, pretending to the Knowledge 
of them, ſhould take upon them the Mi- 
niſterial Office, without the Ordinary Re- 
gulat Call from Man as God hath appoiat- 


— 


unto me in the Pric#'s Office, even Aaron, Nadab, and 
Abihu, Eleazer, and Ithamar, Aaron's Sous. Exod. 
28. 1. And the Lord og unto Aaron, —— Thou and 
thy Sous with thee ſhall eep Jour Prieſts Difice. —— 
I have given your Trient: Office unto you as a Service of 
Gift, and, the tr that cometh nia! (i. e. as 4 
P ieſt) ſhall be put to Death Numb. 18. 1, 7. Uzziah tne 
King tran{z1eſſed againſt the Lord his God, and went into 
the Temple of the Lord to burn Incenſe upon the Altar of In- 
canſe, and Azariah the Prieſt went in after him, and with 
Dim Fourſcore Prieſts of the Lord that were valiant Men: 
And they withifood Uzziah the King, and [aid unto bim, 


= 9 not unto thee Uzziah to burn Incenſe un- 
to the Lord, but to the Prieſts the Sons of Aaron, that are 
Conſecrated to burn Incenſe : Go out of the Sanſtuary 
For thou haſt treſpaſſed, 8c. 2 Chron 26. 16, 17, 18. For 
ecery High Prieff taten from among Pen, is Ordain d for 
Alen in things pertaining to God, that he may offer both 
Gifts and Sacrifices for Sin: And no Man taketh this Ho- 
nour unto bunſeif but he that is called of God 45 was. 
Aaron, Heb 5. 1, 3. Not to ſpend too much time in 
enumerating thoſe Texts which prove the Miſſion of 
the Prophets, I ſhall only recite ſome of thoſe which 
plainly evince. 3 
The Piſton of St. Johnthe Bapeiff, the Laſt of 
t he ſewith Prophets, and immediate Fure-runner of our 
Saviour. Here was a Man (ent from God, whoſe Name 
- was John. —— He was {ent to bear witneſs 7 that Light 
Ci. e. of Cb iſt) He that (ent me to Raptize, &. 


St. john 1. 6, 8, 33. Behold! J ſend m | 
(8. e. John the Baptiſt) before 4 Face, mt hall pre- 
pare thy Way before thee, St. Mark 1. 2. & 11. 10. 

The Pilſion of Chriſt, The Second Perſon of the 
Eternal Trinity. — St. John the Baptiſt ſpeaking of 


eq, 


| pertaining to God. 


through bim might be Saved, St. Jolin 3. 17. = 


; == Thave not ſpoken of mp ſelf, but 


b 4 PIO 
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eq, or an extraordinary Call from God, 
without one of which, neither Chriſt, nor 
the Holy Spirit, neither Angels nor Men, 
preſumed to act authoritatively in things 


. . 2 p A 
—_— 
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Him ſays —He it js, who coming after me is Preferred be- 
fore me, St. John 1. 27, 30. And our Lord ſpeaking _ 
of himſelf ſays, He that receiveth me receiveth him (i. e. 
God the Father) that ſent me, St. Matth. 10. 40. Ft. 
John 13. 20. — Aud He that deſpiſeth me defpiſeth bim 
that ſent me, St. Luke 10. 16. — God ſent nb his Sou 
into the Forld to condenn the World, but that the World 
Feſus 
faith, ——— my Meat is to do the Vill of bim that - A 


me, St. John 4. 34: — tle that: honqureth not the Son, 
 bonoureth not the Fat 
| beareth my Fo d aud bel ieveth on him that (ent me hach 


her which hath ſent him. — He that 
Ecerlafing Life. —— I ſeek not mine own Will but the 


Vill of the Father which hath ſent me. —— The Father 
bath ſent me. —— Aud the Father himſelf which hath 


wg Father hath ſent me, St. John 6. 57. The Father that 
ſent me, St. John g. 16, 18. — Say ye of him (i. e. of 
hriit) whow the Father hath Saudified (i. e. Conle- 
crated or Set apart for the Office of the Meſſias) and 
Cent into the Porld, &c. St. John 10. 36. — That they 
may believe that thou baſt me, St. John 11. 42. 
the Father which ſent 

me, be gave me a what I. Huld ſay, and 
what I ſhould ſpeak, St. John 12. 49. — Aud this is Life 
Eternal, that they might know thee, the only True Gd, and 
Jeſu Chr: whom hou haſt fent. — 7 have finiſhed the 
ork which thou gavelf me to do. I came gut from thee. 
-—— Thou haſt ſent me into the World. —— Thou haſt 
ſent me, St. John 17. 3, 8, 18, 25. —— God ſent bis 


Cent me, St. John 5. 23, 1 30, 36, 33. — The Lir- 


only Bezotten Son into the World, that we might lire 


through him. — Aud ſent bis Son to be the propitiati- 
on for our Sins, 1 St. ſohn 4, 9, 10. — God ſent forth 
2 4 But 


_ £lorifie me, for be ſhall recetve of mine and ſhall ſbew it 


1 Litter to the Aat hor. = 
© But moſt eſpecially have I wonder d, and 
ſtill do wonder, how Clergy-men, I mean, 
Presbyters who were regalarly ſent, by 
Epiſcopal Ordination, according to the 


P.Y 
— * 
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bis Son made of a Woman, 8c. Galat. — Thos - 
we ſee that Chriſt glorified not to be made an 
High Prieſt, but He that ſaid unto him, Thou art my Son, 
Heb. 5. 5. —— PFherefore let us — Confider the Apo- 
fille and High Prieſt of our Profeſſion Chr;ſt Feſus, who was 
Faithful to him that Appojntod bim, Heb. 3. I, 2. = 
The Dilſion of the Yoly Spirit, the Third Perſon 
of the Eternal Trinity. nforter which is the Holy 
Gboſt, whom the Pather will ſend in my Name, St. John 

14. 26, —— When the Comforter is come whom A will 
ſend unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of Truth, 
who proceedeth from the Father, 8c. St. John 15. 26. 
—— If I zo not away the Comforter will not come unto yon, 
tut if I Depart J will fend bim unto you, St. John 16. 
imſelk, hut whatſoever 


— He (ball not ſpeak of Him 
75 ſhall hear that ſhall a ver. 13. He ſhall 


unto you, ver. 14. — Accordingly, the Holy Ghoſt 
was ſent from Heaven on the Day of Pentecoſt, as St. 
Peter teitified to the wondring Multitude, telling them, 
— This Feſus —— being by the Right Hand of God en 
alted, aud bating received of the Father the Promiſe of the 
 Holy-Ghoſt, be bath ſhed forth this, which you now ſee and 
bear (1. e. he hath ſent forth the Holy Gbok who has 
cauſed thoſe attoniſhing miraculous Wonders which you 
now fee and hear.) Acts 2. 32,33. — And St. Patil 
tells the Galations, God bach ſent forth the Spirit of bis 
Son (I. e. rhe Holy Gho#) into your Hearrs, Galat. 4. 6. 
And St. Peter reckons the Holy Ghoſt ſent damn 
from Heaven, among thoſe things whien the Angels deſire 
40 look into, 1 St. Pet. 1. 12. * * 1 4 a 
The Piſſion of elg. - — They are iniſtri 
2 — ſent forth to Jes: Heb. I. 14. —— The 45 
Gabriel was ſent from God unto a City, &c. to a lig in 
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Will of our Lord, the Founder of his. 
Church, and the Unveriable and Univerſal 
Apoſfolical ractice of it for 1500 Years, 

| outer, how ew — 


rouſed to a Man whoſe None p_ Joſ i 5 1. 


| | * I old him, — Tan O — rH 


eſence of God, and am "ſent to ſpeak unto thee, —ver. 19. 
— ſaid, Now T know of a Surety that the Lord hath 
ſont 11 ge and bath de liver d me out of the Hand of 
Herod, c. Acts 12. 11. — The Rerelation of Jeſus 
Ch id which God gave unto him, &c. any 7 and g niſied 
it by his Angel unto his Servant John, Revelat. 1. 1. 
— The Seven Spirits of God (ent.forth into all the Earth, 
Revelat. 5. 6. — The Lord God ſent his Angel to far 
unto bis Servants the things which* muſt ſhortly be X 


— the geg. After the Twelve A 
ert e Tv ve | 
{les are nam'd, tis ſai Jay Twelve Jeſus (ent forth, 


and commanded them ſaying Preach freely ye have 


received freely give, — Matth. 10. 3, 7, 8. — 4. 
Father hath ſent me even ſo (end I you, St. John 20. — 
2 er 1s given unto ne in Heaven and in Eartb. 
2 e and teach (or rather Diſciple) all Nati- 
tizing them —— reaching them and lo 1 
you 0 always even unto the end of che World. 
= St. 28. 18, 19, 20. — And to ſupply the 
Place of Judas Tſcariot one of the Twelve, the Apoſtles 
prayed and ſaid, thou Lord which .kroweſt the Hearts of all 
Men, ſbew whether 4 Two (i. e. of Juſtus or Mat- 
thias) thou „ that may take part of thjs 
Mimftry „Acts 1. 24, 25. Aud they gare 
42 22710 ot fell upon Ma tthias, and be was 
mumbred-with the Eleven poſt es, ver. 26, — God bath ſet 
ſome in the Church, Azoftles, 1 nn, 12. 28. — Our 
Lord ſaid to Aranias eoncern ing the ſtle Sr. Pi, 
—He is a choſen Vel. uo me to bear a b 
— and 2 and the Clitdhen Il, & 
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_ I to the Author, 
conld firſt preach againſt the Epiſcopal Or- 
der, and then proceed to pull down their 
own Biſhops, by whom' they were Or- 
_ dain'd, and then in oppoſition to the Holy 


As they Miniſter'd to the Lord and Fuſted, the Holy 
Ghoſt ſaid, ſeperate me Barnabas and Saul (i. e. Emi) 
for the Work whereunto I hate called them. And wh: u 
| they had faſted and prayed, and laid their Hands on them 
they ſent them away; ſo they being ſent forth by the Holy 
_ Ghoſt departed, &c. Acts 13. 2,3, 4. Again, the Lord 
aid unto St. Paul,Depart, for Iwill ſend thee far hence unto 
_ #heGentiles, Acts 22. 21. — And therefore he ſtiles him- 
ſelf Paw! called to be an Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, through the 
Pill of God, 1 Cor. 1. J. and ſays in another Place, 
"am Ordained a Preacher, and an Apaſileę — a Teacher of 
the Gentiles, 1 Tim. 2. 7. —— How fhall they Preach ex- 
a_— be Sent, Rom. 10. 15. — den He (i. e. 
_ Chriſt) aſcended up on High, — He gave ſome Ales, 
z. e. he gave ſome the Power and Authority of being 
his Ambaſſadors, Epheſ. 4. 11. 


The Piſſionof che Heventy Dilciples „and of the 

Weacons- After theſe things the Lor appointed other 
© Seventy alſo,and ſent them Two and Two his Face, 

St. Luke 10.1. — The Twelve (i. e. the Apoitles) called 
the Multitude of the Diſciples unto them and ſaid, = Look 
ye out among you Seven Men of Honeſt Regort full of the 
Holy Gho# and Viſdon, whom Mie over this 
Buſineſs, (i. e. of taking care for the Poor} Aud 
they choſe Stephen, Efc. whom they ſet before the apo. 
eg ; and when they had prayed they laid their Bands 
o them, Acts ny 1 _ = 
| ePilſion offles Succeſſo2s. — | 

an rnabas 2 them Elders in every Church, 
Acts 14. 23. — For this cauſe left I thee (i. e. Titus 
in Crete that thow ſboulde# ſet in order the things that 
are wanting, and Dzbain Elders in every City, as I (i. e. 
St. Paul Jad thee, Tit. 1. 5. — Stir up the 
Gift of God which is in thee (i. e. Stir up that Epiſco- 
pal Authority, and the Gifts annex d thereto, where- 


Apoſtolical 


— 
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Apoſtolical Order and Character, and the 
perſons lawfully veſted with it, Sacrilegi- 
ouſly preſiime, like Caillat hus, to take upon 
them the Epiſcopal Office, and power in 

Ordaining and Sending of other pretended 1 

Presbyters into the Church, as they did in > 


* 
3 


Ll we * 
.. 


with God has endow'd thee) by the puting on of 
mp (i. e. St. , 2 . I. 6. — Th: Lig: 
that thou haſt heard of me ———- the ſame commit thou 
to Faithful Men, who ſpall be able to Teach others al/o, 
2 Tim. 2. 2. Lay Hands ſuddenly on no Man, 
1 Tim. 5. 22. —— The Seven Stars are the Angels (i. e. 
the Biſhops, or ſupream Spiritual Governourss) of the 
Seven Churches, Rev. 1. 20. — Of which St. Polycarp, 
Biſhop of Smyrna was one. Now that theſe Succeſſors 
of the Apoſtles, to whom the Power of Ordaining o- 
thers into the Miniſtry was committed, were not mere 
 Presbyters is evident from hence, that they had the 
overfight of the Church of God, 1 Pet. 3. 2. A Power to 
receive an Accuſation ainſt (and theretore were each 
of them a Judge of) an Elder or Miniſter of a conſe- 
quently Inferiour Order, 1 Tan. 5. 19. —lIt was alſo 
their Province to Rebuke with all Authoritp, /o as to let 
0 Man deſpiſe them, Tit? 2. 15. —to reject, i. e. excom- 
municate, a Man that is an Heretick after the Firſt aud Se- 
cond Admonition, Tit. 3. 10. — Without pꝛeferring one 
before another, doing nothing P ality, 1 Tim 5. 21. 
— Hence the particular Agel, or Biſhop of the Church in 
Pergamos, was juſt! = gy for Tolerating them that 
held the Doctrine of Balaam, and the Nicolaitans in that 
Church, Rev. 2. 14, 15, 16. So alſo was the patticular 
Angel or Biſhop of Thyatrra, for ſuffering the falſe Pro- 
pie Fezabel, Rev. 2. 20. — And they could never 
ve been thus juſtly cenſur'd, it they had not been 
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veſted with the Powers and Authority above mention'd, 
and theſe Powers do vaſtly exceed all that can be duly 
claim'd by any mere Presbyter, or Body of Prevbyters 


all 


whatſoever. 
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all, or moſt parts of the Nation, after the 
Abolition of _—_— „and the Down- 
fall of the National Church with it, in 
' the times of which I ſpeak. Such Arch- 
ſchiſmaticks as theſe were Mr. Bowls of 
Tork, Mr. Batxer of Kjderminſter, and Mr. 
| Hughes of Phmouth, not to mention SMEC- 
 TTMNUUS, [ Stephen Marſhal, Edmond Ca- 
lum, Thomas Toung, Matthew Newcomb, 
William Spurſtow,) of London, where I 
preſume pretended Presbyters were alſo 
Ordain'd, by mere Presbyters in thoſe {ad 
, 
I was once at one of their pretended 
Ordinations, which I ſince found, was much 
after the French Form. Thus, and This, 
Sir, was the Original of the Presbyterian 
Miſſion in England, and it is againſt the 
Authority of the pretended Miniſters of 
this Miſion,who were never duly Authoriz'd, 
and therefore cannot Adminifter trah Va- 
lid Baptiſm, that you have written your ex- 
cellent Book with great Strength, and 
_ perſpicuity, as well as Modeſty, and con- 
firmed your Doctrine with your Practice. 
Indeed, 00 haye written it through- 
out with ſo much Modeſty and Caution, 
that in ſome places, it hath an Air a 
of Diffidence and Miſtruſt, although = 
ny 


have ſaid nothing as to the Inval 
of their Adminiſtrations, but what our 


* 
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beſt Divines have written before. you. I 
deg leave to preſent you with what 1 find 
. to this purpoſe, in the Firſt Volume of 

the Poſthumous Sermons of one of the 
| greateſt of them, [Biſbop Beveridge] en- 
entituled, The Dignity, and Authority, and 
Office of the Prieſthood. In the Third Ser- 
mon on this Text, Therefore, ſeeing we have 
this Miniſtry as we have received mercy, we 
faint not, at the 103. Page you'll find theſe 
Words, In the next Place we muſt obſerve, 

« chat although the Prieſts, if any be preſent, 
« lay on their Hands alſo, yet it is expreſly or- 
c der ' d, that the Biſbop ſball ſay the Words, 

Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt, &c. For, 

6 45 mere Prieſt ſbould ſay them, or any one 
« but a Biſhop, the Ordination was .reckon- 
c ea Null and Mold, with more to that 
purpoſe. So in his Sermon on AZs 13. 3. 
And when they bad fafted, and prayed, and 
laid their Hands on them, they ſent them 

« any, you have theſe Words at p. 30g. 

% As the right Ordination of thoſe, who 
e Aadnriviſter the Means of Grace muſt needs 
ec be acknowledged to be (neceſlary). for ſee- 

ing ne can bave no Grace, nor P:wer to 

«© do Good, but what is delivered to ns from 
God through our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
« Chriſt, in the aſe of the means which he 
&«& hatheſt abliſb d for that parpoſe, unleſs thoſe 

means be rightly and duly Adminiſtred, 

| * they 
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they looſe their Force, and Energy, and + | 
* ſo can never attain the end, wherefore |} 
they were eſtabliſhed. Neither is there 
© any thing more neceſſary to eftabliſh the 
„ means of Grace, than that they who Ad- 
& minifter them be rightly Ordained and 
£ Authorized to do it according vo the Infti- 
<< tation, and Command of him that did 
© ft abliſß them, For ſeeing they do not 
& work naturally, bat only by virtue of the 
 Inftitution, and Promiſe annex'd to it, an- 
* leſs that be duly obſerved, we have no 
ground to expet?, that the Promiſe ſhould 
< be performed, xor by conſequence that they 
© ſboald be effeitual to the Purpoſes for which 
4. they are uſed. So in his Sermon on this Text. 
© Nowthen we are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, c. 
& p. 3 86. For that can be done only by the power 
„ God, eccompany:ng, and aſſiſting bis own 
wn % Taftitation and Commiſſion. Inſomach that 
= - * if 1 did not think, or rather was not fully 
1 *% afſurcd, that T had ſuch a Commiſſion to 
* be an Ambaſſadour for Chriſt, and to at 
jn his Name, I ſboald never think it north 
& the while to Preach, or execute my Mini le- 
4 rial Office, For I am ſare all that I did 
< would be Null and Void of it ſelf, accord- 
ing to God's ordinary way of working, and 
% we have uo ground to expect Miracles, So in 
another Place of that Sermon ; ** Any Man 


ay 


— 
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« may read a Sermon or make an oration to the 
c People, bat it 15 not that, which the Scrip- 
« tare calls Preaching the Word of God, an- 
| & Jeſs be beSEN I by God to do it. For how 
& can they Preach except they be ſent. Nom. 
& 10. 16. A Batcher might kill an Ox, or 4 
« Lamb aswell as the High-prieſt, bat it was 
« no Sacrifice to God, unleſs a Prieft did it. 
« And zo Man taketh this Honour to himſelf, 
ec bat be that is called of God, as was Aaron, 
&c. All theſe Paſſages, Sir, exactly agree 
with the Subject of your Book, and I might 
| ſhew you much more to the ſame purpoſe 
out of the Writings of the Clergy, befides 
thoſe, which you havecited, p. 101. asout of 
the Second Edition of 4 Letter to «a Noncon 
Miniſter of the irt. ſheming the Nallity of the 
Presbyterian Miſſion. And Dr. Wells*s Theſes 
againſt theV alidityof Presbyterian Ordination. 
But what I have cited from the Biſhop, 
which was Publiſhed ſince the Firſt Edition 
of your Book, is enough to ſecond the deſign 
of it, and give you courage boldly to main- 
tain your Doctrine and Practiſe, and the 
cauſe not only of the Church of Exg/apd, but 
of the Catholick Church againſt the Bririſh 
' Sets and Schiſms. Indeed you have done 
God and his Church good ſervice in a time 
of need, as Two worthy Citizens now 
with God, Mr. Allen, and Mr. Lamb did 
by their Writings about Forty Years ago, 


Who 


_ 


Leer to the Author, _ 
who having gone from the Church to the 
Anabaptiſts, by God's Grace ſaw their Er- 
rour, and returned both together from 
them to the Church again, to which they 


made ample recompence by their Writ- 


ings, and were great Ornaments to it in 
every reſpect all their Lives long. I 
knew them both very well, and am glad 
of this opportunity, to mention them with 


that reſpect which is due to both their Me · 


mories, whereof the former told me, that he 
had the Misfortune to lead Mr. Allen out 
the of Church to the Schiſm, but that Mr. 
Allen had the bleſſed part to lead him out 


of the Schiſm to the Church again. It is to 


me a comfortable preſage, that God will not 


Toleration, and the Gates of Hell to pre. 
vail againſt her, becauſe he raiſes out of 
her People, Men to defend her, and adbra 
her with their Writings. I pray God to 
ſtir up more ſuch continually, that thoſe, 
who are miſled by unauthorized Miniſters, 
and Teachers, may conſider the great 
danger they are in, and after your Exam» 


ple, enter in at the right Door into her 


Fold, and declare, as you have bravely' 
done, p. 119, 120. that you ſincerely believe the 
Sabjett of your Diſcourſe to be 4 ſubſtan- 
tial Truth, nay even 4 firſ® Principle of 
8 Chriſtianity, 


forſake the Church of Exgland nor ſuffer 
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Chriſtianity, and that without the cour agioas 
aſſerting thereof, the whole Chriſtian Prieſt- 

ood, and the Divine Authority of it, maſt be 
called in queſtion, — and encourage every bold 
Intruder to aſurp the Sacred Miniſtry, in op- 
poſition to that Commiſſion, which hath been 
conſtantly handed down from Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles to this very day. In the ſame Place 
you ſay you hope, that one veſted with this 
Divine Authority will fight againſt it, &c. 
which if any Clergy-man ſhould do, in 
the manner as you there mention, I could 
not but ſuſpect, that he was one of thoſe 
who took Gifts and Preſents of the Diſſen· 
zers, to let the Names of their Children, 
who had no other but Schiſmatical Lay- 
Beptiſms,be Regiſtred among the True Bap- 


Ltiſms of the Church. This unwarrantable 


PraQtiſe, which you have obſerved, to be 
i ſeandalouſy practifed in ſome Places, 1 
can confirm to be true; For I knew 
fome Miniſters of this City, (now dead) 
who were guilty of this practiſe, and are 
gone to God to give an account of it; and 
Imy ſelf, ſoon after I was preſented to 
the Vicarige of Allballoms Barkin, had ſe- 
veral, and ſome very great Offers, from 
Diſſenters, to enter their Childrens Names, 
as Baptiz d, in the Pariſh Church Regiſter ; 
and a Parochial * of a great ry . 


3 . | 
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this Kingdom, who gave me a Viſit about 
a Year ſince, did aſſure me, that all the 
Miniſters of that Place, himſelf only ex- 
cepted, were guilty of this execrable pra- 
Qice; execrable I call it, becaufe it is a 
double falſification of our Parochial Dip - 
tyehs, as they are Regiſters and Records 
both of Church and State, and I think 
both Deprivation,and the Pillory to be juſt 
Puniſhments for that Miniſter, - who dares 
- 8 do ſo great and miſchievous a wickedneſs, 
: WIR / —— AA 
i I ſay, I ſhould be tempted to fuſpe& any 
14 Clergy- man, that ſhould write in the 
manner you mention, againſt you, to be 
one of that corrupt ſort, or at leaſt of ano · 
ther, who to court the Favour and Ap- 
plauſe of the Diſſenters, either never 
Preach in defence of the Church againſt 
them, or if they do, they do it no other- 
wiſe than barely to ſnew, that the Church 
of England is a fafe Communion, and that 
thoſe, who through miſtake feparated from 
it, would be in 20 danger of Damnation 
if they returned to it. But to ſhew that 
ſeparation from it is Schiſm, and by con- 
ſequence a damning din, and that the Se- 
pParatiſts of all ſorts from it, are, without 
the extraordinary mercy of God, in great 
and apparent danger of Damnation, theſe 
SI 7 Geatle- 
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men love not to touch upon that Point » 
nor riſe to that Heighth, which long be 
fore the Revolution occaſioned the diſtin- 
ction between High and Low Church men 
and the former to be called by ill, or ig- 
norant Men, High- Fhers, Tantivies, and 
| other ſuch opprobrious Names, It was, 
I ſuppoſe; a Reflect ion upon theſe Men, 
and the Indignation he had againſt their 
double practiſes: which provoked a Divine 
not very many Years ſince, to utter aSarcaſm 
upon them from the Pulpit, in Words to 
this Purpoſe, That ſome (at the time he 
ſpoke it) were become Fathers of the Charch, 
who never were her true Sons. 

Sir, I with all Clergy-men, who are con- 
cerned in either ot theſe Remarks, would 
ſeriouſſy conſider your pious and ſeaſon- 
able Addreſs to us in the concluſion of your 
Appendix, We are all concerned, (as you 
beſeech and conjure us to do,) to conſider 
our High and Holz Calling to the Prieſt- 
hood; and to vindicate our unalienable 
Rights to adminiſter the Holy Sacraments, 
and to let the People underſtand, that the 
Mini ſtration of them is eſſential to aur 


1 


niſtration of them, and that our long and 
general ſilence in not aſſerting, and de- 
ending this great Truth, hath, as you 
b 2 obſerye. 


Office, and our Office, eſſential to the Mi- 
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obſerve, been the occaſion of much ignorance 


the Duty of it) to ſet before the People. I 
remember, when ſome of the London Cler- 
gy, reſolving to do this, as you now be- 


as Preaching up car ſelves; a Reaſon, where 
of the Weakneſs and IIl- conſequences 
are ſhewn by an excellent Perſon, in the 
| Preface to his Companion for the Feftivals 

| and Fiſts of the Church of England, where, 
to oblige the Clergy to inſtru the People 


and Authority to adminiſter the Sacraments, 
might be continued, in a few Queſtions and 


Anſwers to ſhew, who only have Power 
ro adminiſter the Holy Sacraments. I need 


one of the People with re ſpect to the Church, 


" _—_ 
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among the People, of the nature of Schiſm, and | 
the direful conſequences of it, which ſome of 
our Order ſtill are, as I am ſure ſome have 
been, ſo averſe (contrary to their Truſt, and 


ſeech us, and for the ſame Reaſons ; it was 
oppoſed, eſpecially by one of them, for no 
other reaſon, but that it would be cenſured 


in the great Truth of Sacerdotal Miſſion, 
He wiſhes the Catechiſm of the Church 


not name this worthy Gentleman, whom 
God raiſed up out of the People before you, 
to defend the Rights and Authority of the 
Prieſthood, and who thinks it no more di- 
minution, or diſhonour to him, to be thought 


2 3 rere I of wc coc £ oo a. 


than one of them with reſpeQ to the W 
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In your Appendix to your Book, I think 
you have ſolidly and ſatisfactorily anſwer'd 
all the Objections that have been made 
againſt the uſeful Subject of it, ſince the 
Firſt Edition, taking in your Second 
Thoughts, and the explanation of your 
Deſign, and meaning, in fome Paſſages of 
it to prevent Offence. This, Sir, is an 
argument of your great Humility, as well- 
as of your Zeal and Prudence; and your 
humble and truly Chriſtian Temper and 
Declaration iu p. 146, encourage me to 
make a few Remarks upon your Appendix, 
of which you have the liberty to judge as 
you pleaſe. P. 149, you have well ob- 
ſerved, that our Charch hath provided no 
Office of Confirmation for thoſe, who re- 
ceive Baptiſm from Lay-Baptizers. And 
indeed it would have been ftrange, that 
ſhe, which allows of no Baptiſm but by a 
"LawfslMinifter,ſhould have provided ſuch 
an Office to confirm, or ratifie the Baptiſm 
of thoſe, who truly ſpeaking, were Sprint. 
led, or Waſhed, but not Beptized. But T 
think, you might with reaſon enough have 
farther obſerved, that ſhe hath provided 
an Office for their true and lawful Baptiſm. 
1 mean, Sir, The Winiftrationof Bap 
tilm to ſuch as are of riper years This 

* Rubricks in the Miniſtra:ion f Private Baptiſm. 

_: new 
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new Office was made preſently after the 


ment. And I do not think it was intended 
_ only for Heathens, Jews, and Mahometans, 


, é— W cu te a — 


as reject Baptiſm, but alſo for thoſe who 
had been Invalidij Baptiz?d, of which there 
were great Numbers at the time of the 
Reſtauration; and now alas ! are many 
more. I ſubmit this Obſervation to your 


who ſhall readit; and if my Opinion as 
to this Office is wrong, I hope my Errour 


Validity of Lay Baptiſm, viz. * that the 


* Lay B:ptiſs in oppoſition to the Sacerdo- 
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Re#auration, and is part of the Lztargy, 
that now is confirmed by Act of Parlia- 


who ſhould be converted to Chriſtianity, 
or for ſuch converted Hereticks among us 


Thoughts, and the. conſideration of all, 


is pardonable, becauſe it is not hurtful to 
the Church, nor caſts the leaſt diſhonour 
upon her Learned and Pious Biſhops, and 
Prieſts, her Repreſentatives, who made 
that Office, which before was want- 
ing. What you there ſay of the Paſſage 
in the preceeding Page, concerning the 


© Learned Author never deſign'd, that any 
thing in his excellent Book ſhould favour 


* tal power, is evidently true, becauſe it is 
plain from is Words, he means Lay-Bap + 
ii Adminiſtred by Li- Men, ſo and fo 
5uaiiicd, to dying Perſons, by the Autho- 
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Tity and Alfowance of the Church, as in 
the 38th Canon of the Council of Eliberis 
which you cite p. 12. of your Preliminary 
Diſcoarſe. Andit is very praiſe. worthyinyou 
that uponSecond Thoughts, youcorrect your 
ſelf in your Premonition, where you tell us, 
% You do not preſume to determine whether the 


* Charch which hath power from Chriſt to 


give a Man « ſtanding Commiſſion to be 4 


& Prieſt, cannot in Caſes of extream neceſſity 


< give him Commiſſion pro YAC vice (or pro 


4 hic & nunc) to do a Sacerdotal Act. This 


Commiſſion of that Council, proceeded, 


* from an Antient, but a Pious, and inno- 


cent erroneous opinion, (as I think I may 


call it) that Bap: iſm was abſolutely neceſ- 


fary to Salvation, as the communicating of 
Infants proceeded from another the like er- 
roneous belief of the ab ſalate neceſſity of re- 
ceiving the Holy Euchariſt in order to Sal. 
vation. This Errour of the abſolute neceſſity 


ol Baptiſm,deſcended in the Latin Church 


to after Ages, and acquired ſuch firmneſs 
of belief by conſtant practiſe, that it re- 


— 


* Tertull. de Baptiſmo. Cap. xvii. vid. Voſſium de Rap- 
tiſmo Diſput. xi. v. vi. vii. 5 

f According to the Canon Law : In neceſſitate quil i- 
bet poteſt baptizare, dum modo intendit facere quod Eccle- 
ſia iutendit. 
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mained * {ome time uncorreed by our 
Church after the Reformation, but after- 
wards the Title of the Office for Private 
Baptiſm was alter'd thus, Of them that are 
« to be Baptized in time of neceſſity by the 
« Miniſter of the Pariſh,or any lawful Mi- 
© niſterthat can be procured ; and the Ru- 
brick was accordingly alter'd in this man- 
ner, Let the lawful Miniſter, and them that 
<< be preſent, call upon God for his Grace, and 
„ ſay the Lord's Prayer if the time will ſuffer, 
& And then the Chila being named by ſome one 
that is preſent, the ſaid lawful Miniſter 
* ſhali dip it in Water, or pour Water upon 
it, ſching theſe Words, I baptize thee, &c. 
to this change of the Title and Rubrick 
of them that are to be Baptized in Private, 
(in K. Edward's Book) exactly agrees the 
Rubrick of our preſent Liturgy, cited be- 
tore in the Margin. | „„ 
Sir, from chefs Obſervations I think I 


[ — * 


As appears from this Rubrick of the Office for them 
#hat be Baptized in Pricate Houfes in time of neceſſity, in 
he Bock of Commen-Ptayer, /et forth Anno 2, aud 2. 
ef Edward the Sixth, 1549. The Words of that Rubrick 
are theſe, Firit, let them that be 4 call upon God 
* for his Grace, and ſay the Lord's Prayer, it the time 
* will ſuffer, & phen one of them ſhall name the Child, 
and dip him in the Water, or pcur Water upon him, 
faving, I Baptize thee iu the Name, &c. vide Voſtum de 
Faptilmo Dip. X. 5. X. | 15 * ; 


may 
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may conclude, Firſt, that the abſolate indi- 
ſpenſable neceſſity of Baptiſm is not the Do- 
Arine of the Church of Exgland. Secondly, 
that ſhe approves of no Baptiſm, or thinks 
no Baptiſm duly and validly Adminiſtred, 
but what is Miniſtred by duly Authorized 
& lawfal Miniſters, and — that 
ſhe rejeQs all L- Baptiſm. T 
ſhe cannot count thoſe duly authorized and 
lawful Miniſters, who take upon them 
the Miniſtry within the pale of her Juriſ- 
did ion, in contempt of, and oppoſition to 
her Epiſcopat and Epiſcopal Miſſion, or 
Power of Ordination ; and by conſequence, 
that ſhe muſt look upon Baptiſm Admi- 
niſtred by ſuch Miniſters, as Null and Void, 
from the Beginning. From theſe. Con- 
cluſions, and the Conſequences iſſuing from 
them, I have further reaſon to think, that 
the Office of The Miniſtration of Baptiſm 
to ſuch as are of Riper Tears, was intended 
for Perſons invalidly Baptized by ſuch an- 
lawful Minifters among us, as were never 
duly Authorized, as well as for converted 
Heathens, Jews, Mahometans, and ſuch mo- 
dern Manicheaas, and Selencians amongſt 
us, as held it unlawful to Baptize with the 
Baptiſm of the Church. TE 
And as you have juſtly obſerved, that 
the learned Author cf the paſſage you 
Cite inp. 148, could not deſign, that any 
ol” Jo thing 


irdly, That 
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thing he ſaid in it ſhould favour L- Ba + | 
ziſm : So I dare ſay for him, that upon Se- | 
cond Thoughts, he will not affirm that it 
is in the power of the Church to confirm 
Ladicrous Hiſtrionical or other Mimical 
Baptiſms, or that any Church or Biſhop 
did ever confirm any of them by Chriſm 
and Impoſition of Hands. The Opinion 
of Ladicrous Baptiſm not to be reiterated, 
was occaſioned by a fabulous Story of A- 
 thanafius, who, when a little Boy, with 
others, playing at Miniſters, as our 
Children call it, by the Water-fide, 
Athanaſius ated the Biſbep, other Boys 
Prieſts and Deacons, and in their Play 
Baptized ſeveral Children, who repreſen- 
ted Cetechamens and Competents in form. 
Alexander, Biſhop of Alexandria, happen- 
ing to ſee this, as the Story is told, ſent 
for the Boys, and underſtanding from their 
own Relation, that their Ludicrous Bap- 
tiſm was performed by them according to 
the Rites and Orders of the Church, was 
of opinion with other Biſhops preſent with 
him, that the Children ſo Chriſtned, 
were not to be Re-baptized, whereupon 
he confirmed them with Chriſm, and Im 
poſition of Hands _ 
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1 Hear-ſay Story is told by Sozo- 

nen from Ruffinus, and from him again 
at large by Petras Damianus, in his Eook 
entituled Grati/imas, and mentioned be- 
fore him byWat afridus Strabo, in his Book ae 
Divinis Officiis, and reckoned by Antonias 

Maretus in the gth Chap, of his 13th Book 
of various Lections, among the preſages of 
things that have happened, as Boys have 
ated them in Play. Laſth, ſuch recepti- 
on this Story of A4:h.:nafies hath had inthe 


World, that it is cited as true by Dr. 
George Abbot, in the Lecture which he read 
in the Divinity-School at Oxford, de Cir- 
cumciſione & Baptiſmo, 1597, which Le- 
cure he made, to excuſe the Firſt Practice 
of our Church after the Reformation, 
which he faith Facilitate larga with great 
Latitude or Indulgence for ſome time 
tolerated the Baptiſm of Lay-men and 
Women in abſolute neceſſity, for the 
ignorance of the People and hardneſs of 
their Hearts. This Story favoured the 
looſe Doctrine of St. Auguſtin, as to the 
Miniftration of Baptiſm, and therefore 


we need not wonder that | He ſpoke 


od. 
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A Letter to the Ast bor. 1 
ſo favourably of Ladicrovus, and Jocular, 
as well as Mimical and Hiſtrionical Bap- 
tiſms. But as current as by misfortune 
this Story hath been, and as many as it 


hath led into Errour, it is now exploded 
for very good Reaſons by Learned Men, as 
by Dr. Cave in his Hiſtoria Literaria, by 


da Pin in his Notes on Athanaſe in his 


Nonvelle Bibliotheque, and by the Learned 


Benedictins in his Life, p. 11. Printed be- 


fore his Works, whither I refer you. 


As for H. ſtrionical Baptiſm by Heathens, 
that alſo is urged by the Patrons of Lay- 


Baptiſm in favour of their opinion. FOf 


this they cite this Story out of the Croni- 


com Alexandrinum; that in mockery of the 
Chriſtians, the Heathen- Players Baptized 


one of their Companions in warm Wa- 


ter, upon the Stage, and then put upon 


him a White Garment, upon which he 


immediately cryed out that he was made 


a Chriſtian, and would dye as ſuch. The 
Spectators hearing him declare this, flew 
upon the Stage, and taking him from thence 


ſtoned him to death. Ado Viennenſis tells 
anot her Story in his Martyrology of Ange 
by 


25. of St. Geneſias, who being Baptiz 


i Voſſius de Bay tiſm3 ay „11. p. 29. 5 
1 Ibid 4½. 10. 5. 13. . 


Heathens 
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Heathens to ridicule Chriſtian Baptiſm, 
alſo became a Chriſtian : But then ſuppo- 
ſing the truth of theſe Stories, they are as 
perfettly miraculous, as the converſion of 
ſome Pagan Executioners of Martyrs, who 

declared themſelves Chriſtians at the place 
| of Execution, and there ſuffered death 
with them, and were B prized iz their 
own Blood. And therefore, the miracu- 
lous manifeſtation of God's Grace at Hi- 
ſtrionical Baptiſms to teſtifie the truth of 
the Chriſtian Religion, and confound its 
Adverſaries, are no argument for Lay-men 
to take upon them to Adminiſter Baptiſm 

upon any pretence whatſoever. Nay, 
Sir, ſuch an unwarrantable Latitude hath 
the Church of Rome given to the Admi- 
ſtration of Baptiſm, + that ſome of her 
Popes, have allowed the Baptiſm of Jews, 
and Heathens, and * the Pope in the Coun- 
cil of Florence doth expreſly decree, that 
in coſe of neceſſity not only a faithful 
Chriftian L- man, or Woman, but an He- 
retick or Pagan may Validly Baptize. 


* 


tas Diſp. 11. 18. 3 
ln decreto Eugenii Papæ ad Armenos: Ainiſter hujus 
Sacramenti eft ſacerdos, cui ex officio competvt Baptizare. 
In Cauſa autem neceſſitatis, non ſolum ſacerdos, vel Di- 
aconns, ſed etiam Laicus, vel Mulier, imo etiam Paganus, 
& Hereticus Baptiaare poteſt, ce. - 


As 


A Letter to the Author, 
As to the caſe of neceſſity, ſo called, 


it is, as I have already obſerved, founded | 
in the -miſtaken opinion of the abſo- 


lute neceſſity of Baptiſm to Salvation. 
Which Opinion is of Two Sorts, one more 
antient, grounded on the literal ſtrictneſs 
of the Precept, or inſtitution of Baptiſm, 
which was the Errour of Tertullian, who 
theretore in caſe of neceſſity, allowed 
Lay. men, but not Women, to Baptize. 
The other is more modern, as having its 
tiſe from the Pelagian Controverſy, and 


that was the indiſpenſable neceſſity of 


Baptiſm to waſh away Original Sin. This 
ſtrictneſs of opinion, as to the indiſpenſable 
neceſſity of this Sacrament, to waſh off the 
guilt of Original Sin, made St. Avgnſtin, 


that daraus Pater Infantium, ſo very looſe, 


as to the Miniſter of it in caſe of neceſſity. 
And therefore upon the Queſtion, whether 
one, who was not a Chriſtian, could give 
Baptiſm, * He delivered his Opinion un- 
tertainly, ſaying he would not determine it, 
becauſe it had not been determined in any 
Council. And fo from this Errour of the 
abſolute neceſſity of Baptiſm to Salvation, 
the Church of Rome came by degrees, to 


allow the Miniſtration of Baptiſm by any 


* — 
— J—— 


* Ona Epi farmen. Lib. 2. Cap. 13. 
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led. Hand, when a lawful Miniſter could not 
Jed de had, rather than let a Child periſh, 
of ' WH which without it they formerly thought 
. muſt be damned, and ſtill think cannot 


be ſaved, as ſuffering penem damni, tho? 
me not panam ſenſus, i. e. the Loſs of Hea- 
Gn. ven, tho? not the Flames of Hell. Hence 
7 


vho chey came 70 place all the virtue, and efficacy 
ed T Baptiſm in the invocation of the Holy 
-n Trinity, as in the principal canſe, not mak 
its ing any difference in the Miniſterial, or 
ö * Inſtrumental cauſe, in caſe of neceſſity. 
5 But, Sir, you haveſhew'd with great force 
and clear evidence, that the Leawfal Mini- 
ſter is as eſſential to Baptiſm, as the Mat- 
ter, and Form, and cannot be diſpenſed 
with by Men, who are tyed to it by the 
Divine Inſtitution. But though God tyes 
us, yet he himſelf is not tyed to his own 
Inſtitutions; and therfore the erroneous opl-/ 
nion of the abſolute neceſſity of Rap by 
any Miniſter, either upon the account of the 
letter of the Inſtitution, or of Original 
Sin, hath been long rejected by Learned 
Men, for great, and I think, unanſwer- 
Reaſons, as you may ſee in Archbiſhop 
Bramhalls Letter to Sir Henry de Vic, at 


[EI 


Deen Pit E al dne in Cone Flaps. Come. 
abb. & Coffar, Tom. 13. p. 335. 5 
the 


0 
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8 the 979. p. of his Works, and in the 7 Diſp. 
M) of Voſſius*s Book de Baptiſmo. . 
1 I am extreamly pleaſed with the modeſt 
Reflection you make in your Premonition 
upon what you had ſaid p. 135. of your 
Book to prove the Validity of Holy Orders 
| conferred on Unbaptized Perſons. For 
whereas you diſtinguiſh Qualifications for 
the Miniſtry, into Perſona! and Authorit a- 
tive, give me leave to tell you, that F 
think all Qualifications for it are Perſonal, 
and that of Perſonal Qualifications, the 
want of ſame only make a Man unworthy 
of the Miniſtry, but not uncapable of it; 
but the want of others make him utterly 
uncapable of it, or of being Seperated or 
Ordained to it. The Perſoza/ Qualificati- 
ons of the Firſt ſort may be called Moral, 
as Purity, Humility, Sobriety, and all 
other Vertues and Graces that are compre- 
hended in Holineſs of Life, the want of 
which make a Man unworthy, as of Hol 
Orders after Baptiſm, ſo of Baptiſm it ſelf, 
but yet do not Null or make Void either 
of them, when the Perſon is Baptized. or 
Ordained. The Second fort of Qualifica- 
tions are either Natural, Acquired; or Legal, 
which laſt may be alſocall'd Political, as re- 
lating to the Fundamental or Poſitive Laws 
_ of the Church. among acquired Qualifi- 
Cations 
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12 Tons we may [ſafely ly rechen Riding, ? 
the want of which urterly diſables a Mun 


Prieftly--Offices,: abby - 
(his Gaar Void, Then 


e 
cither t the e derbe 

as ſpealking, lee rr 8 F 
which cb (eben * Cations-Vr BolitivE' 
Laws of the Church) im m 
utterly unqualifes à Man for the Frieſt. 
= > and therefore Holy Orders bonferted 
48 and Dumb. or ande Blind: 
Man m | 


pon t 'Nads — 27 fo - | 
yet, reuſe of that narira incapacity, 
2 effectually be made a Prieſt. Oxali- 
fications which belong to ide lind are Un. 
lerftanding* and M , the want of 
rhich in Jdjots, Lanati * and Mint 
makes ork ſo utterly hs og res: 
rely Orders, that u uppoſi- 
on, ker were Ordai ined to th Prieft- 
hood, his Orders would be Null and Void; 


Thus much, Sr, with fubmiſfion e 
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Natural. The Le hkewif, are 
— Hirst ſueh ad are far ag 


tal to the Obriſtian ee 
tion „of the Church; 5 — 
ate ſupet · i uced by e Laws o& : 


the (Ghared... Of the Firn ſort, in my; 
tiſm6icertainly : is, the want 


; "which e efore'E think, muſt utterly. 
render a Man uarapable of being a Chri- 


—— of. ries a_ * 8 . 
9 Nin, or ot re- 
_ceiving the Holy: zuchariſt, W hich to an 
Un- ba ptize@Perſon i is 3 Sacrifice 
ol 100 — if he had not come 
to e; and how then can a Man de made 
capable to Adminiſtet that Holy Sacrament 
to others lie hath no right to receive it, 
or make others Members, of che: Church, 
ol. Vhich he is not a Member himſelf ? As 
to the latter ſort of Legal Qalifiaatiqtis, 
the want of which do make a Man unca - 
— 
rhe is 7 
offthe Church z I have ad cocafign d 
die, atid thatefore in anfver to the: 
_ GbpeQonamade again e er leave 
tes to this 
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Share happened, vis. that Dm a Per- 
ſon bons fide, believing himſelf to have had 
Valid Prieſtiy Ba im m, but indeed had not, 
yet happens 2 Ordained Bons Fiat, 
by ho Biſhop, his Orders notwithſtand- | 
ing are Null and Void. This, I preſume, 

muſt be the caſe in which the Objection is | 
put, and not whiere the Perſon Ording, 
and the Perſon Ordained, both kzow that 
Loe 2 d, a any bor rm than 
Baptiſm, by one prefuming to 

m N oo the ER urch.  heſe T's 

Caſes are ſo vaſtly different, that I believe 7 
as to the latter, all Divioes truly Learned 
in their profeſſion will make no difficulty 
to determine, that Orders ſo conferred are 
Null and Void. But as to the former caſe, 
upon which I _ x tor ranted the Ob- 
jection p have recourſe 
o Equity, which; in ſuch Cafes of per- 
ect invincible ignorance, takes place in 
Ecclefiaſtical as well as Civil Caſes y 
n Divine as well as Humane Laws. 
hereforez Sir, I make no feruple 
you, that a Prieſt in this caſe now before 
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to tell 


4 is in the Eyes of God a Valid Prieſt, 
ave in that all bis Prieftly” Adminiſtrations, 
this re by bis allowance alſo Valid and Bffeftu- 


, and as acceptable as thoſe of other 
reſts ro him, Who can make allowances 
SS - Where 


ved 
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A Letter to the Author. 
where Men cannot, and ratifie what IF 
Men, if. it came to their knowledge, 
could not ratifie, but muſt pronounce 
Null. You. e was he- 
'reditary among the Jews, and it is not 
unreaſonablę to ſuppoſe, that one Prieſt 
or other in uch a long rat of time might, 
without any ſuſpicion, have an adulterous N, 
on; upon which ſuppoſition, I believe I 
you will gar, doubt, that when he was at N 
Age to Admiaiſter, God would reckon him an 
among the Prieſts, and accept of all his 
Adminiſtrations. at the Altaf; or if ſuch 
an one happened to be High Prieſt, even. 
in the very Hoh of Holies, though if his 
incapacity had been known, he muſt have 
been depoſed from the Prieſthood,  =@_ 
Sir, in this way of ſtating the Caſe, 
I am far from encouraging any Perſon ſo 
Baptized, to take upon him the Prieſthood. 
For if ſuch an one, knowing himſelf to 
have no other Baptiſin, offers himſelf to 
take Holy Orders, I think he commits, 
a Piacular Sin as great as that of Corab; 
gay, if ſuch'a one but fuſpecting himſclfeo 
have no other Baptiſin, takes Holy Orders, 
I think he commits a Sin of Preſumption, 
and is obliged to a ſtrict enquiry, whether 
or no he was ſo Baptized; and if he finds 
he was, he is bound, as he expects For- 
Ss e — 
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A Letter to the Author. 
ziveneſs of God, to cancel his Orders, and 
zbdicate himſelf from the Priefthood. But 
o prevent either of. . theſe ſuppoſaable 
es, you, like a good Chriſtian, have 
„ 140. inculcated to the Governours of 
he Church, - how mach it is for ber ſecurity, 
ud ought to be their care, 10 require of all 
andidates f the Miniſtry, Certificates of 
their Baptiſm, as well as of their good Con- 
verſation; after which I beg leave to ſay, 
according to my diſtinction of - Perſonal 
Nualifications for the Prieſthood, that the 
want of the former makes a Man unca- 
pable to receive Holy Orders,but the want 
ff the latter only makes him unworthy to 

:ccive them. 1 5 


P. 28. Tou prudently and modeſtly 
decline the great diſpute, which exerciſed 
he Church of Old, about the manner of 
admitting Perſons Baptized in Here and 
hiſm. You know there was the like diſ- 
pute among the Apoſtles about Circum- 
ifion, and the obſervation of the Moſaick 
Law, but as St.“ Aguſtis obſerves, without 

any breach of Charity. And as it pleaſes 
od to let the Governours of his Church 


. * 


* 2 * 
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de ſometimes exerciſed with great difficul- 
ies, ſo were they in ſome of the Golden 


* Contra Creſconium. Lid. 2 | | 5 5 
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Apes of. it (exerciſed with this Queſtion ; 


but as the ſame Father * obſerves, ſalva 


#nitate, withont dividing the Unity of the 


Churches. To prove this, he cites -rhe 
Words of St. Oprian which he ſpoke at the 


opening of the Council of Cart bage, in 


which he was at the Head of the moſt 


rigid Side; to ſhew his Moderation in 
this diſpute, of which you may ſee a ſhort, 


but clear account, in the Learned Note 


1 
. 
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"2M Ibid: Negue bun avi nomen ti, quod inter E iſco t 
; eſſe Mciperet Pars Donde! THe 
queſtio fluctuavit, & rarias haberet inter ſe Coll - 


rum, ſalva Unitate, Sentenrias. 
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ziſts. 


back, 
_ utifavelled the = of their Arti- 


biſhops to Interruptions, tarus Milev, in 
ee, -as well as 671. in | the'other 
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pr 5 to the Hathor; 


„Schilm. Ich both compared them 


"to Coral, Dat oo "and Abiram, and like- 


7 to an and looked ti their 
giners a$* ors. And Laff „both 
Ne had Oe thoſe Schiſms 1 a7 coul 


1 the ordinary way, without re- 

0 the Church. But then, though 
99 4 Agtes 15 the charge of Schiſm, 
red” as to the manner of recon- 
Ing Schiſmaticks 1 ons ſide being for 

Baphizing thoſe a eu who were Baptized 
| Schiſc,. becauſe they thought rebel 
1 Fotos to be Wall, Extr 


Seba, and 

> and. that natical Churches 

3 + only "like Churches; but were not 
' Churches,” and by conſequence, chat 
their Biſhops, and Priefts, "could. nor Va- 
100 Aperethe rl do any other Prieftly 


A had one way. of 
THY Penitents, ' who. had Been Bap- 
tized. in the'© Chiirch.” when they returneg 
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"2 Cyprus ubaiano. udo _ nos non * 
peri ineat, quid Hoſtes Eccleſia faciunt, dummado tenen 
pſi poteſtatis noſtre-honorem, rations, ac — 


mitatem. Nam Noyatianus fmiarum more, 
nes non int, Homines tamen imitantur, ou 


al Kalli Go. efia Ca- 
_ tholice auctoritatem 3 & Honorem vi 


quando 
 Ipſe in Ecclefia non imo adbuc in * ontra Ece 
clefam Rebellis Eg Hh bark s * F 


; 7 | 


e 


8 — — 4 == 


4 Leiter to the Author, 


conciling thoſe who had been Baptized 
in the-Schiſm, when they came over to the 
Church. The former they only looked 

upon as Strg. Sbeep, and as ſuch re- 
zumitted them into the Fold barely by im - 
pofition of Hands. But they looked upon 
the latter as Now Oves, who did not be- 
long to the Fold, and were not Sheep at all, . 
and therefore determined that they ought 
to be Baptized in the Holy Catholick 
Church, that they might become Sheep 
D 
The other ſide on the contrary, though 
they looked upon thoſe Schiſmatical Chur- 
ches not to 
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Quod nos quogue bod ie ohſervamut,, ut - conſtat 
t1zatos eſſe, & 4 A ad Haretic e fi 
— ſuo coguito, & erore digeſto, ad veri- 
tricem vemat, ſatis fit in Panitentiam Manum 
hanc Ovem ac alienatam EF 
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imponere ; ut quiia ovisfuera 8 
errabundam in Ovile ſuum Paſtor recipiat, ft autem quis ab 
Hæreticis venit, -Baptizatus in Eccleſia — von fuis 
ſed | alienus in totun, & praſauut venit, Bagtizandus oft, 
ut Ovit fat, quia una * Ecclefa ſan#a, que Oves 
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. A Letter to the Author.” 5 
Tharity, and compared them to the * Vel- 

 fels of difhogour in the Houſe of God. 
T ay, they looked upon them as parts of 
the Univerſal Church, in the moſt extend- 

ed ſenſe of the Word as it comprehends 
Good, and Bad, Sound and Corrupt, Or- 
thodox, and Hæretical, Pure, and Adul- 
terous Churches, Churches under, and 

Churches free from the charge of Schiſm, 
and as Members of 1:2 Univerſal Church 
in the largeſt ſeaſ they alſo looked upon 
them as rea! Churches, and the Miniſtra- 
tions of their Biſhops, ' ard Prieſts, and 
the Sacraments they Adminiſtred, as g 
in themſelves, though anprifitable, becauſe, 
| both Givers, and Receivers, wanted Cha- 
rity, as being divided from the Unity of 
the Church. This St. Loop; OE 
again and again of f Schiſmatical Baptiſm, 
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* Auguſt, Donariſtis Epiſt. 166, Perire Tos non vult 
Deus in ſacrilega diſcordia alienatos a Matre veſtra Catho- 
lica, Contia. Donatiſt. Lib. 1. Qui 3 aperto Sa- 
crilegio manifeſti ſun:; Eos tamen a Sacrilegio Schiſmatis 

ne SOILED „„ 
I Auguſt. in Evang. Johan. Tract 6. & poteft f eri, ut 
| . habeat 28 coluniham cut proſit ei Bap- 
tiſmus, prater columbam non poteſt —— docet nos coluntt- 
ha, reſpondet enim de capite Domini, dicens, Raptiſmum ba- 
bes, charitatem autem, qua Ega'Gemo mon Label. uid eſt 
boc, nequit, Japtiſmum habeo, charitatem nou;habeo.Sacra- 
mentum habeo, Charitatem non. Noli clamare, ogende mibi 
quomodo hgbeat charicatem, qui dividit unitatem. eg9, in- 
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A Letter to the Anthor. 
whete be defends the Validity of it in it 
felf. And as Martyrdom out of the Uni- 
ty is unprofitable to Salvation, fo he faith, 
Baptiſm is. The Fathers of the Latin 
Church, particularly the Africans, in St. 
Avgesſtin*s time looked upon Schiſm, and 
the utter violation of Charity in it, as 


a 
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quit, babes Baptiſmum : habes, ſed ſine charitate nĩhil tibi 
prodeſt. Baptiſma quipge aliquid eft, & magnum aliquid 
eſt propter illum, dequo dictum eſt, hic eſt qui Baptizat, ſed 
ne futaras illud quod magnum eſt tibi aliquid prodeſſe poſie 
ff non fueris in Unitate. — $3 Baptiſmum habes eſto in Co- 
| Jumba, ue non tibi profit, quod habes, vent ergo ad colum- 
bam dicmus, non ut inc ipias habere, quod non habebas, ſed 
ut prodeſſe tibi incipiat, quod hahes. Foris enim habebat 
Baptiſmum ad perniciem; intus fi habueris, incipit prodeſſe 
ad ſalutem. Contra Epiſt. parmeniani. Lib. 2. alind 
eſt prorſus non habere, aliud pernicioſe habere, aliud ſalu- 
briter habere, quicquid non babetur dandum eſt, cum opus 
eſt dari, quod vero pernicioſe habetur per correctionem de- 
guiſe pernicie ag, et, ut ſalubriter habeatur. Contra 
reſcon. Gramm. Lib 2. Ita vobis & nos dicimus, quent 
Raptiſmum vos gnorantes obſercatis, ejus poteſtatem vobis 
nos annunc ianmms, non ut cum ad nos veneritis alterum acci- 
piatis, ſed ut eum, qui jam apud vos erat, utiliter accipi- 
atis. Contra Donatiitos, Lib. 1. Non eis 4taque dici- 
mus, nolite dare, ſed nolite in Schiſmate dare. Nec eis 
quos videntur baptizaturi, dicinus, nolite acciperi, ſed no- 
lite in Schiſmate accipere. Si poſtea venire ad 
Catholicam cogitat, quia certus eſt ibi prodeſſe Sacrainen- 
tum, quod alibi accipi quidem poteſt, prodeſſe autem non 
poteſt. — In Ecc fn Japtiſmum recte accipi, — Non 
autem illic (apud Donatiſtos) recte accipi, Auguſtin de 
Bapt. contra Donatiſtos, Lib. 4. Eccleha paradiſo compa- 
rata indicat nobis, poſſe quidem ejus Baptiſmum Homiues 
etiam foris accipere, ſed ſalutem beatitudmrs extra eam ne- 
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an impedient Cauſe, which hinder*d the 
deſcent, and the reception of the Holy Spi- 

rit upon the Baptized in Schiſm, and their 
receiving the Grace of the Sacrament, which 
only could make. the Sacrament effectual 
to Salvation ; and upon the whole, Sir, 
I cannot but obſerve, that the difference 
between the Vallity & Inatility of Schiſma- 
tical Baptiſm is not very great, if it be con- 
| ſidered, that thoſe Words are ſo near- 
ly allyed to one another, that in the 
Civil Law, the Latter is often . uſed to 
ſignifie the Former, ſo inatilis Stipalatio 
ſignifies a void Bargain, and izatiliter te- 
ſtari to make a Will that is Void, or 10 
Wil And ſo the 1nanis of St. Cyprian, 
and Inutilis of St. Auguſtin, let them differ 
as they will, are both ſo terrible, that ei · 
ther of them methinks ſhould fright Schi/- 
maticłs from the {ad State they are in, to 
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minem vel percipere, vel tenere. —— Eos (Hereticos) 
| doceamus, quod ex wnitate habent, non valere ad ſalutem, 
mſhi rs * — 5 (inquit) extra 
Eeclefiam nw eſt; quis negat ? Et ideo nque ipſtus 
Eccleſia habentur extra Ecclefiam non wa ent of ok 
fed aliud eſt non habere, aliud non utiliter habere. De 
Unit. Eccleſ. Sacramenta eadem funt, ſed non proſunt, 
quia cum illi recta fint, ipfi perverſi ſunt; — Accipiat 
vinculum pacis, quod non habebar, fine quo illi prodeſſe 
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non poteſt Ba * quos habebat. ——— Baptiſmus autem 
in 2 i juſtitiam nn habet, eſſe poteſt, ſed non poteſt 
prodeſſe. 
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betake themſelves to the Ark and Sanctu- 
ary of the Church, and be reconciled toher, 
either by reiterated Baptiſm, as St. Cyprian 
faith many Thouſands were in his time, or 
only by Impoſition of Hands, which after- 
wards obtained in the Latin Church. 
Wherefore, Sir, I agree with you, that 
the manner of admitting , and recon- 
ciling ſuch Penitent Schiſmaticks, as re- 
turned from the Novatiens and Donatiſts, 
ought not now to be matter of diſpute. 
For the converſion of ſuch is the main 
Point, and the manner of admitting them 
oughttobe left to che cuſtom of Churches. 
Here I cannot but obſerve to you, with 
what f Lenity and Gentleneſs the Church 
of Africa treated the Donati ſts. 
allowed their Ordinations as well as Bap 


Biſhop, and a Donatiſt Biſhop, She offered 

a Partition of ſuch a Diocels, in which the 
Senior of them ſhould divide, and the Ju- 
nior chooſe, * = alſo received the _ 
gy men among the DozatiiFs upon their 
Converſion, to the ſame honour that 
they enjoyed among the Doxatiſts, * and 
alſo admitted thoſe who were Baptized in 
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1 African Code in the Clegy-man's Vade mecum. Part 2. 


Can, 66. * Can 6g. * Can. 118. * Can. 68. * Can. 47. 37. 
St their 


" i. 


Letter to the Author. 


their Infancy by the Donatiſts, not only 
into the Church but alſo to the Mini ſtry of 
the Altar, when they were converted, and had 
received Impoſition of Hands, Without 
Converſion and Admiſſion into the Unity, 
to which the Church Biſhops invited them 
by theſe Conceſſions and Honours, there 
could be no reunion, or making the Two 
into one Communion again. But the Daus 
tiſt Biſhops having Numbers, and Strength 
on their Side refuſed, and ſlighted all the 
Offers of the Church, and ſa added Obſtina - 
cy and Contempt to their Sin. St. Agza- 
ſtin tells us they were ſo proud & unconde- 
ſcending, that they would nat come to any 
paacifick Conference with them, (ti ford by 

the Emperour) but prided themſelves in their 
Schiſm. Sir, I have referred you above 
to the Canons of the African Code, as they 
are abridged in the Second Part of the 
Vade Mecam, becauſe I had a mind to no- 
tiſie that excellent and uſeful Book to the 
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* Exhort ad Concord. Eccleſ. Epiſt. 166. Nihil in nos 
aliquando probare potuiſtis, veſtri Epiſcopi conventi a nobis, 
nunguam pac ice cum nobis conferre voluerunt, quaſi ee 
entes cum peccatoribus loqui. u ĩs ferat iſtam —— iam, 
quaſi Paulus Apoſtolus nan contulerit cum peccatoribus, & 
cum valde ſacriieg is. Quai ipſe Dominus non cum Iudæis 
a quibus cruc ixus eſt, Sermones de lege habuerit. ut 
intellgatos iſtos ideo nobiſcum nolle conferre, quia cau- 
fam ſuam gerd it aui no unt e | 
World, 
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World, for which the Author deſerves 

great praiſe andthaoks.But Sir, nevertheleſs 

I defire you; who underſtand Latin, to 

read them at large in that Language, in 
Juſtel's Bibliotheca Juris Canonici vweteris, 
Tam 1. and when have leaſure the 

Conferences at Carthage between the Ca- 
tholicks, and the Donatiſts in Optatas Mi. 

levitayngs Works, or rather ' St. Aqguſtin: 
Breviculum of them in the th Vol. of his / 
I have objerved to you in t inning ) 
of my Letter, that as there never was 
any Church founded, but is and wich Epiſ- 
copacy, ſo no Sect ever aſſumed the Title 
of a Church, till they had a pretended 
rightful Biſhop, beſore the time of the 
Reformation S0 efſential did all Chri- 
ſtians (till that time) think Biſhops to the 
Church as 4 Society, according to that of 
St. Cyprian in * his 66. Epiſt. Illi ſunt Ec- 
& gleſia Plebs Sacerdoti adunata, & Paſtort 
« ſuo Grex adherens. Una ſcire debes Epiſ- 
4 copam in Eccleſia eſſe, & Ecclefiam in Epiſ- 
64 copo, & fi que cum Epiſcopo non ſint, in 
<. Eccleſia non eſſe. A Church is compoſed 
« of the Peaple united to the Biſhop, and the 
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Phet adhering to chen Paste, chivefors 
Jos ought to knom, that the Au is in the” 
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es, were heatledby Biſhops 47 Principles of 


themſelves into a ſeperate Church, over 
Presiyters, whom they 


they either had no notion of a Church 
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* Cberch, and the Church in the Bg e 


This is exactly according to the Apo- 
ſtolical Doctrine of St. Jewe:ins. But, dir, 
to ſhew you, or rather the Reader, that all 
Sects, v ho deſired to be-accounted Charch- 


Unity, I need but inſtance in theMontanifs; 
thoſe antient Camiſars, who being condetn. 
nedby the whole Catholick Church, formed 


which they pretended to ſet "Biſbops ind 
choſe out ef the Prov 
phetical Oraer, as in the time of th A poſtles, 
by the Immedia:r Call of God, I mean by the 
expreſs deſignation of the Hoy Gboſt, or 
a viſible manifeſtation of the Divine Un 
ction reſting upon them. They -alſo- ſet 
up a Primat in the ſame manner over their 
New Church, which they declared to be 
the moſt perfect that ever had been on the 
Face of the Earth. This, S, you may 
ſe in the Hiſtory of Monitanifm, in One of 


the Three Diſccarſes newly Publiſhed againft In al 
our pretended new Prophets, to which I re- nd 


fer you ; and it is natural to conclude, that 


without 
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without Biſhops, or that they feared to 
be detected as falſe Prophets for rejecting 
the Apoſtolical Order, and therefore accord- 
ing to the practiſe of the Catholick Church 
unto that time, from which they durſt not 
depart, they founded their New Churches 
in and with Epiſcopacy ; of all which they 
looked upon the Church of Pepaza, a City 
of Phrygia, to be the Mother, as Hiersſa- 
lem was of the Catho!ick Church. 4 
My next Inſtance ſhall be in Novation, 
the Founder of the Novatian Schiſm, who 
got himſelf to be Ordained by Three un- 
worthy Biſhops in ſuch an indirect and 
candalous manner, as you may read in the 
43d Ch. of the th Book of the Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiftory of Eaſebius. According to this re- 
eived Principle of the neceiſity of a Bi- 
op to a Church, moſt of the Troubles in 
he Ancient Churches were not for pa/ling 
lown Biſbops, but about ſerting of them ap, 
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ir hat every Party might have a Biſhop for 
de pretended Principle of Unity; and fo the 
he ovatians, though they were divided from 
ay he Church for a long time, yet maintained 
of a Epiſcopal Succeſſion, that they might 
m a all Places have the Form and Faſhion, 
e- ad Appearance of a Church. Thus the. 


Party of the Donatiſts in Africa, ſo called 
rom Donatus a 4 Nigris, who began 
1 bs. to 
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Letter to the Author. | 
to trouble the Church in the time of Mei fic, 
ſariu, Primate of Carthage, after his Deatly fron 
ſer up Majorinus againſt Cecitian, his next whi 
lawful Sueceſſor. who had been truly E ſepe 
lected and Conſecrated into his Place a fat 
They knew the People of that City woulgapai 
not follow them without a Biſhop, anf rb 
having by that means formed a mightgaeai, 
Party there, they were headed by tholfdone 
other Biſhops who condemned Cæciliaſ have 
and ſet up Majorinas againſt him, anWhe / 
thereby formed the moſt deplorable SchilFora 
that ever was in any of the Churches n tl 
Old. The People then had no notion of Moy! 
Church without aBiſhop,(unleſs ina vaca v. 
Church where the Altar continues) mu eu- 
lels of a Church ſer up againſt Eyi ſcopacy. Chur 
had they thought that a Church could Wided 
without a Biſhop, and Epiſcopal Succeſſoſſe ex 
the Miſſeaders of them at any time in 
Flereſy or Schi ſn, need not have taken . z 
much pains, or uſed fo many indirect Ai Bui 
to / be made Biſhops, but have ſet up PH he St 
 byterian Churches, which was ſo contra dns 
to Catholick- Practiſe, and the commits pre 


Principle of Biſhops being the Apoſiſſo re} 


Succefſors, and Principle of Unity in the Þ; 
reſpective Churches, that they either Mfi@viez 
ver ti;zought of doing it, or if they our 
they thought they coul never do it wif 
* Henticus vates de Schiſmatc Donatiſtarum. Caps f 

=>. | ſucce 
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Few wry So in the famous fab Hivifion 
atli from the Church among the Dozatiſfts 


ext which ſeperated from them as they Had 4 


I ſeperated from the Church, Maine 
aceſ a factious Deacon, was ſet up by them, 
zulgagainft Primiaust their Biſhop of Car- 
aul rage, as they at firſt ſet up Majorines 
zhtfaeainſt Cecilizn: which they need 1 have 
holfdone, if a Church without a Biſhop would 
liahave ſerved their turn. This Set of 
. anfthe Maximieniſts is mentioned in that me- 
hiſinorable Canon of the African Code, wheres 

Sn the Fathers Ordained, that Legates 
ould be ſent to preach Peace to the 


165 


of ? 


acai Donati ſte, both Clergy and people, and ro 
muſhew th m, that they departed from the 
. Nhurch as unjbſtfy as the Meximienifs di- 


und ided from them, andthat they ſhould alſo 


cſſoÞe exhorted to receive Coartits from the | 


e in Min ir, as the Church did from them, 
* x 4 ing jt Ordlination and Bapitſm. : 
to ſhew thoſe who know not 
How the Principle of Epiſcapacy 
-tracſmicred to Litfer Ages, and kept 
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pol 5 the 
in the Presb ters 
ther 
ey M iountainous Country near Sileſa, grew 


ade them fab. 


ground to the 15th Century, permit w 


3 s! in perſecut ĩon retiring to 4 


it wil * Auguſt. de Geftis cum Emeriſto Donat iſt. Epiſcep. 
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very ſollicitous how the People ſhould havg ___ 
the Miniſtry continued unto them aftey y 
they were dead. In this deliberation they 
had ſomethoughts, which neceſſity ſugge 
ſted to them of ordaining other Presbyte 
to ſucceed them. But fearing that ſuch Or 
dinations would not be Legitimate nor de 
ſenſible, if called in queſtion, at length ig + 
the Year 1467. the moſt eminent amon 
them that were diſperſed through Bobemy 
and Moravia, met together to the Numbg 
| of about 70, who addreſſing themſelves 
God with Prayers and: Tears, belceches ; 
him to ſhew them if their Purpoſe week 
agreeable to his holy Will, and if ch 
were the time for it, and then pi deli 
 ceeded inthe following manner to know : 
the Will of God by They chat 
by Suffrages Nine Men from among theg i 
ſelves, whom they thought moſt worth 
to be Biſbops, and having put into t vi 
Hands of a Child Twelve little Papers fol 
ed up, they directed him to diftribute the 
among the Wine Perſons. Nine of thePape 
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* Eocleſiæ Sclavonica Zobemm in Gente pot iſſimum ra 
catæ Hiſtorzola. 5 59, 60, 61: ſed guaſſabat animos #8 
tus, an ſetis leg it Mia foret Ordinatio, fi Presbyter pred - 
terum crearet; non vero Epiſcopus ? et quomodo talem Ord 
nat ionem, fi lis moveatur deſenſuri eſſent, five apud a 
five apud ſuos. ; 2  _ 


i 2 4 
4 . N on " , is _ 
** an 8 1 1 * - 
i KP < 8 — 
* bl . T 7 4 
"21>" b 2 2 


* 


of _ + , A Letter tothe Author. a 
were Blank-, and on the other: Three 
only were written ES T, it is, to wit, 
the Will of God, which they had begg'd. 
him to diſcover to them. It might have fo 
happened, that every one of the Nine Per- 
ſons might have got a Blavk Paper, which 
would have been a fign to them of the 
Negative Will of God. But it came to 
em 9 that the Three Written Papers fell into 

& the Hands of Three among them, who 
F were noted for their Piety, Learning, 
and Prudence. _ | 


Theſe *they embraced with joy, as gi 

ns ven unto them from Heaven, and then 

pi deliberated about their Conſecration. And 

to that End ſent Three of their Mini- 

cha ſters to a part of the Waldenſer, who be- 
ei ing baniſhed out of France, came to re- 

| fide in the Confines of Auſtria and Mara. 

$ vis. To theſe they related their ſad State, 
and having asked their Counſel, Srephenes, 

one of their Biſhops, calling to him ano- 

| ther Biſhop, and ſome Miniſters, he made 
known to them the purity of their Do- 

# Qrine, the grievous Perſecutions they had 

luffered in France and Itah, and“ the law- 

r 

* Crmque difi Waldenſes legitimos ſe Babere Epiſcopos 

F 'qitimanque, & non interruptam ab Apoſtolis uſque ſuc- 

ceſfonem aſirmarent, crea! unt t1es & doro Mimſtris 

WF _Eiſcopos, &c. In præfat. Ante Rationem diiciplince 

Ii Unitate Fratrun Bohemorum. . 
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fal-uninterrapted Succeſſhon of their Biſhopy 
from the firſt Plantation of Chriſtianity 
among them to that time. To them 
therefore the Bobemian Miniſters, Electeq 
by Lot, were ſent to be Conſecrated Bie 
Zafter-which they reſolved to unitg} Hol 
with hs Waldenſes, who were ſuddenly} one 
ſeattered'by a new Perſecution, in whichy 2 
Stephan. their Biſhop ſuffered Martyr ; 
being inlumanely barks at Fienns. T Jol ; 
Amos Comenius was the laſt Biſhop of thiy | 
Bobemian Succeſſion,” who lived to ſee the 
F utter ruine of the Bobhemiaz and Moravia 1 
Churches, occaſioned by their impatience 
under the Crofs, in taking up Arms againſt þ 
their Lawful Sovereign, and ſetting uf upt 
another againſt him. 
But having mentioned Collatbha: aber 
as aq UVfiirper upon the Epiſcopal Office ii 
ming to Ordain Presbyters, give n 
leave to tell the Story, becaule, as Lawyers 
ſpeak, it is a Boot- caſe, ' which ſhews the Id 
validity by Presby Thi 


terian Ordination. 
 Collathys, a [Bk ter of ns, rookf 


1 


bi Joh. A 3 Camenci Dedicatori um ns 3 90 
Hoc eperunt ut cas exquiſitis divexationibus ad ie 
tientiam, &f dehinc ad Arma, proricarent. 
1 res dedudita eff, ut intra Bahemiam, & Moravi- | 
am mullum aul ius Ecangelicis Templum, nulla Schola, l 
tum frivatum. on Exercitins.' _ 
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ſhopy him in o tion to his Biſhopto Or- 
lanity | in certaie — and among the reſt 
them one called Iſcbyran who aceuſcdd\Mecarine, 
efited] a Presbyrer of Arhenſes, for breaking the 
Bi Chalice while he was Adminiſtring at the 
Holy Altar; and this ſcandalous Story was 

mu one of thoſe which the Aria, invented, 
and brought againſt Arhameſtor 
all examined, and found to de L 
great + Council, which met at 


particular Story, the Council u 


pon enqui - 


9 where the Holy Ca was ſaid to be broken 
ö Metarius, there was no __Churchy 


od ſter, nor Thirdly, was the Day in which 
| the Fact was ſaid, a Day of Communion, 
my nor Left of all was Iſchyras x Prieſt, be- 
ig only Ordained'by Collathws;' who djed « 
| Foot and -whoſe Impoſition-of F Hands 
+ was of no aui, or Validity, and 
| is} that, all who were Ordained by him, were 
Laymen, and ue in the Alem 
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ia the Year of our Lord, 340. PLEA 
ry declared Fr, that in the Place 


| Secordh, nor Presbyter there to Admini- 
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blies as ſuch; To this Teſtimony of th Jan 
Church, let me add another of a Spaniſh Mr 
Biſbop, who having ſore Eyes at an O1 
dination of Presbyters only laid his Hand 
upon them, ſuffering a Presbyter to read} | 
the Words: of: Ordination. This coming y 
to be debated in the Second Council of 

Sevil, was, uſo mature deliberation, thug 
| determined. Firſt, that the Presbyrery 1. 
had he been alive, ſhould have been cen. 
ſured for his preſumption, And Secondly, 
that the Presby ters and -Deacons, ſo Or 
dained, ſhould be depoſed from their Sa, 
cred Orders, which they had wrongfully 
received. This ſhews, that this Counci 
were of opinion, that Preſbyzers could have 
no Eſſential Part in Ordination, and there 

fore, that they are liable to cenſure, merely 
tor reading the Words of Ordination, which :þ 
formally conſtitute a Prester, or Deacon, 
though with the allowance of his Biſhop 
who is not ſuppaſed to have power to Aug 
thotize him to do that, which he only © 
hatk Authority to do himſelf-,, 7 

Upon what you have Written, P. 574 t 
about the Form of Baptiſm, In tht 
Name of the Father, &c. Sir, give mi 1 
leave to recommend to your peruſal, what 
Is written by a very — Down, anc 


# Cmeil, Hiſp. 11. . Cap. 5. Ne 
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f the;5 old Sufferer for the Church of Ex aglend, 
paniſm Mr. Chriſtopher Elderfield in his Book. .of 
1 Ory Regeneration and Baptiſm, from P. 183. 
1 1d to P. 207. ; 80 

read [ cannot hut declare my conſent to what 
"ming you have written, P. 133. viz. That - 
neil off poſimg it were (4s it is wor) ;poſſeble, far the 
, thug Charch to be deprived at once of all her Bi- 
bytery ſhops, it would. L our duty, as well as ſafety; 
n cen in that Deſtitution, to Wait and Pray, and 
W hope for 4 new Revelation ef the Will of 
Org God, rather than 10 Pi ey. ſelves to 

of wake Biſbops, ff de nd Authority. 


| s, for which we 
And I concur with you alſo in. your Con 
if cluſion, P. 134. That no Dacfrine mbatſo- 
ve me, can be falſe, [or a I beg have 
add ought to he re lied ah Numbers of 
rey} Men 4 fe involved in the [ad Conſe 
0 ther aldle f from it. To which let me al o add, 
| wy city, when they are involved in 
them, contrary to their Knowledge, or by 
o Aug their own wilful Ignorance, or Miſtake, 
al or by Worldly Intereſt, ; and evil Paſſions. 
I This, Sir, will appear plainly, if we conſider 
{ the received Principles of Chriſtianity, which 
are either. Specalative, ar Practical, that 
is, either Doctrines or * 
tf the Hpecalative Principles, I mean all the 
nd} received Dod rines of Faith, which 'we 
* re bound to believe in order to Salvation, 


Fes 


= 
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20 2 Practical, thoſe, which oblige 
us to ſome Practical Buty, which are again 
. of three Sorts, Moral, Ritaal, and Paliti- th 
cal, And there are none of theſe princi- £ 
ples, which ſome Men among vs, in this 
22 of DeftfuQive Latitude, will not 1 
R up, or ſtrive to bend; and relax, for} tn 
or favour, when great Numbers of} 79: 


Men, eſpecially of -Men in power, are 
— 8 he Conſequenoes of them. | 
To ' inſtance in one of the lative 25 
Principles Tou cannot but know, that] Ce 
| ſome do not like our Preaching up the} *2: 
Doctrine of Chriſt*s being God, or, God of 
Gad, of the ſame'Eſſexce, or Subſtance with} ” 
8 the Father, and the Belief of it, as neceſſary} ' 
to Salvation, becauſe ſo many Ariaxs, and} "* 
Soi nan, and other unexcuſable Unbe- 72 
lieyers are involved in the dangerous Con- ©" 
ſequences of that Doctrine; and for their 
fakes, and, it may be, ſecretly for their own, 

— rack their Inventions to find out new, 
auc Bvaſive Expoſitions of that 
—4 mental Myſtery to Chriſtianity, and ** 
expreſs them in odd uncertain Terms un 
known to all Antiqaity, and as different} © 
in Senſe, as in Sound from the Language} * 
of the Carholick Church. I have ſaid, i#-} * 
excuſable Unbelievers, though theſe Gen-} © 
fernen of * thoughts, and pretended} 2 
large} 


— 5 . Rog N 
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dlige large Charity would excuſe. them, -be- 
gain| cauſe the Myſtery is incopiprekenſible, and 
lit i- the manner .of the ung. 38. taught by 
inci- the Catholick Church, pnconceivable by 
: | Humane Underſtanding : But let 
| fay, no. otherwiſe. uaconceivable hy Us, 
than fome Ware Myſteries: are, which 
though we cannot conceive, yet we believe. 
They will tell us in behalf of theſe Unbe--. 
| lievers: that Mens Minds are as different 
ive as their Faces, that our Brains, and the 
| Cells in them, are of different make, and 
chat all Men cannot believe alike. 
ef Sir, to ſhew the Vanity of ſuch Ap. 2 
ih] let us ſuppoſe, that ſome of our-Country- 
men wert Trading among a People very, 
remote from the Yea, ine under the 
foot of Mount 5 © Ane 
them, that the. Waters of. the River, 
= which rug through the G Fogel City of 
Englaud did twice every Tema 
| oftger,run | backwards up t 27 . | 
| down. Agel, the Stream had run, not long 
and] before, and that the Xing of that People, es 
well 51 e People, wondringat this relati 
eur on ſhould ſend peer, Mage 
eber Majeſty, that if it wa W 
7 WB ruth of it h a 
„ Anſwer with her Rπ Seal, and char, 
1 alter he received her Majeſty s moſt. Au- 
e thentick 


But, 


— 
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chencick Letter, ſhould nevertheleſs de- | 
clare he would not believe the thing, be- 


cauſe he could not conceive the manner of 


it, nor how it could poſſibly be done, and | 


| thereupon alſo did brand the Firſt Relators 


of 'this unconceivable natural Myftery, | 
as Lyars, and then baniſh them out of his 


Dominions. Suppoſing all this, Sir, do you 


think it were reaſonable, to make an Apolo- | 
gy for ſuch a Princes obſtinate incredulity, | 
who, upon the Authority of ſuch Teſti- 
monies, would not believe the thing, be- 


| cauſe it was not only above his Under- 


ſtanding. but that of all the Philoſophers in 


his Kingdom. I ſay, would it be reaſo - 
nable, for ſuch a Prince, and his Philoſoe | 


phers, to dis-believe, ' or doubt of that 


thing after ſuch undoubted Humane Au- 
thority for the truth of it, or for others to | 
Palliat, or Excuſe their obſtinate Unbelief, 
becauſe Men's Minds are not all alike, | 


and their Brains of different make. Sir, 


I wiſh the Gentlemen, for whoſe fake I 1 
have made this compariſon, would conſi- 
der it, and no longer, under pretence of 
Univerſal Charity, and the different Features | 
of Minds, write in ſuch manner of the great 
Myſtery of our Religion, as to confirm our | 
Doubters, or Unbelievers in their Scepticiſm, | 
or Unbelief, and thereby give them _— 
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fon to 5 reject it as uncertain or falſe, rather | 
than be involv'd in the dreadful conſe · 
| quence of their Unbelicf, ſhould it be, as 
fit certainly is, a Divine Truth. 

I ben as to the Practical Prin 


which I call Precepts, or A bey 


7, | are alſo as neceſſary to be obſerved as the 


only neglects, but deſpiſes the Two Sacra- 


other are to be believed; and if I may fo 

ſpeak, are as. dear to God as any Article 
of Faith, and yet there is none of them, 
which ſome Men of Latitude a us 
will not ſoften, and trim up into another 


ſenſe, to pleaſe the Tranſgreſſors of them 
to their Eternal Ruin. 


Thus, Sir, that v 


Sect, n 


ments as Temporary Inſtitutions, or Ritual 


Ordinences, appointed only for the Infamt- 
State of the Church, are not onl allowed 
the Title of Chriſtians, but reckoned in 


the ordinary State of Salvation by ſome 


ik '| free thinkers in the Broad Way, which 


leadeth to Deſtruction. And them as to 


| the Political Doctrines, or Principles, re- 


lating to the Government of the Church, 
though it was the conſentient Belief of all 
Chriſtians for Fiſteen Hundred Years, that 

Biſhops were the Succeffors of the Apo- 
files, & as ſuch only have power to Ordain 
Miniſters in the Church, yet have we 


Men 


© * 
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M n and Men. or no ordinary Figures in 
the Church, that not only never Preach | 
this Doctrine themſelves, but do not love 


that others ſhould Preach it, or Inftru& | | 
the Youth: in it, becauſe ſay they, it Un- ch 
churches the Foreigs Charches. But, Sir, ut | | 


the Name of God, is it this received Prin- | 
ciple of the Catholith Church, that Unchur- | 
ches Foreign Churches, or do they Un- 


church themſelves in continuing wilful | ti 


Tranſgreſſors of it? As not to ſſ 
of the Moral Principles of Chriſtianity, is 


k more 


it for inſtance, the Doctrine of Sobriety, | wt 


or Juſtice, or Temperance, : or Purity, or 

_ Humility, that damns ſo many Millions of 

Chriſtians, or do they damn themſelves | 
by their wilful violation of them ? 

Ihe Poſitive Laws of God are all Sacro- | 

 ſanQ, eſpecially. thoſe be hath Ordain*d for 


' Government, and he will in no wiſe excuſs | 


the wilful Neglect, Contempt, or Tranf- | 
preſſion of them; but every ſuch Tranſ- |} 
greſſion and Diſobedience againſt the Po- | 
lity of the Chriſtian Theocracy, let the 
Number of Offenders be never fo great 


fhall receive a juſt Recompence of Reward. Fi 


And therefore judge, Sir, who act moſt | 
like Primitive Chriftians, and the faithful 

Servants of Chriſt, choſe, who in all Meek. 
dels, and Charity, fer this received Prin. 


_ ciple | Z 
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s in ciple concerning the OecumenionTheocracy of | 
the Myſtical [/rae/,the Neceſſity of Confor- 


mity and Obedience, and the Conſequences 


uR | of Diſobedienceto ie before the ober Chur- 


ches, orthoſe, who ſooth and flatter them 


in | in their Errour , becauſe they are 'whole 


| Nations, though moſt of them have aban- 


- | doned the Divine Order of Biſhops, purely 


' for Human Reaſons of State, and par- 
| ticularly becauſe they have alienated the 
| Revenues, by which they were main- 


iS | tained. Let, Sir, the ſame Perſons, 


at leaft many of them, make no diſfficul- 


| who had rather this Principle were ſup. 
preſs?d, than that thoſe Nations ſhould, 


as they ſpeak, be Uzcharched by it, would, 


ties to Uzcharch leſſer Bodies of Chriftians 
by it, and let the Con which 


ariſe from it, have their full force upon a 


few, though the Tranſgreſſion of the Prin- 


4 ciple, and the Conſequenees of the Tranſ- 


greſſion equally affect a great, as well as a 
ſmall Number, and condemn whole Na- 


tions of Chriſtians as much, and as effectu- 


ally as fingle Men. But theſe Gentlemen 


d. | ſhouldconfiderthat they are theMultirudes 


and great Numbers that will be condeinned 
at the Day of Judgment. Furthermore, 
Sir, You know, what indiſpenſable Obli- 
_ | garions, lye upon all Chi iſtians, and Chri- 

C | ſtiam 


ſtianity recxived and Practiſed for ſo many 
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ſtian Nations, to profeſs the Faith once de. 
IAuered to the Saints, and to contend earneſt 
by for it, and accordingly how carefully it 
was guarded; and how zealouſly contend« 
7 for againſt — mp who fron 
the Beginning oppoſed it, or any part 
.of it: — ee If we muſt 4 
and contend for Divine ' Revelations, 
. which have always been oppoſed, why 
ſhould we not as zealouſly obſerve and 

contend for that Divine Inſtitution, which 
was never oppoſed for 1500 Years, I mean 
that Form of Government, Which all Chri- 


* 
8 
Eh 


Ages, as that only Eccleſiaſt ical Polity, 
unt the End of the Worlł d. 
.. Sir, I have taken occaſion from your 
Aſſertion to ſay thus much in behalf offfiek 
| FEpiſcopacy, as A received Principle of Cbriſr q 

Pranity, and from thenee to ſhew, how iu 

concerns all our Divines,.. 2 of ibi 
Epiſeopal Order, to ſet the dangerous cons on 

{quences of rejecting it before the Fureięi t ti 
Churebes, and thereupan to invite, èncouſſe þ 
rage, and exhort, nay to Conjure them inflers- 
the Name of Chriſt, to join the Apoſtolinhe-, 
cal Government to the Apoſtolical Faith "= 
of the Church, that thereby they maylene; 
become wholly Pure and Primitive, andld + 

1 | | 9 6 _ noif 


- 
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e de. . only in part, du hut in TIF. 
＋ ind all Chriſtian Nations 5 be. This 
ly tYurely; would better become * 'of 
end4hipher” Stations "Chara 5 in 

mee ng. fal complailince' to Po. 
hes, do copdemn 17 5 moſt 
aſtæn 231 far 2 In ger ſort 
wh, is the 


2s we are, 


rom 


why bops 2 to the 4p 
and 22 have power 45 leis, 4 
hichad Forth Laboarers into God's, Vineyard. 
nean, Gentlemen ſurely for et; * | 


« xhe nature of the Chet 
nanySoaſiſts.in ines; 80, as 
olity enen Shu ſho Br 
tinue — hath Ordained for the Government 


* wherefore,.- inſtead of condem. 


your ſhould - rather reconinend all 
alt oli og they as Inſtruc the Laity, Toung, 
Chris "Od, in Primitive Chriſtianit 7 — and en- 
ow. tf rn ſuch Tradts, and 
if ihediſcou ing their own or any bother 
s coMFongue; - as; will give them true Views 
oreig f the: State of the Primitive Church in 
* e Beſt and Pureſt Ages, and of the Man- 


infers of the Primitive Chriſtians in them; 
otol id were this diligently dogs by the Cler: 
Faith, "the Church — ſoon find great 

may tefit, and God receive much glory by it, 
„ anomnd com, + of our Countries, after 
nol your 
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our Taking , would return in Flocks | 1 


er Folds. 48. 
Tour Sine Geske and the P | 
dence. of Gdd led you te read ſuch Bod wit 
and his Bleffing upon Reading wy L 8 el 
made you 2 and Cortect your E 0 
and though you have an advaneage at 
moſt others of the Lairy in ut 
Latin, yet there is iready a — 
written in Ergliſb, to ler Pious, and f 
quiſitive Perſons into the knowledge 
the Primitive Church, and Primitive b 
lianity, ſuch as Dr.Czve* -Primnive'C Ot 
| Rianity ; and his Learned, and e 
Lives of the Fathers; 2 — of the N 
ners, and Behaviour of the 
fians, turned into The Ecclef 
ſtical Hifforians in a Nr Ediri 
Illuſtrated with Maps b the Learned i 
Welles, TheGenuine Epiſtles of the Ape 
= Fathers by the 1 Wa 
from whom we wait for another 
—Y The Learned Mr. Bj inghan's Oy gie E. 
i or, Antiquities 8 7 
i worthy to be read by all Men; The, 
cond Part of the Cler man's Fade-Dlag . 
commended above; Mr. Rerve:'s Apotoll 
of the Antient Chriftians, for which be w 
deſerves the Thanks and Praiſe of all Los 
of Primitive Chriſtianity, — 447 
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ghe to hear them Treat in our Lan. 


2 2 3 ſame things, with the fame 
ov —— and 


Aich the ſame Charms of Eloquence that 
2 0 en own. "Tochele let ae 


ri 3 the more 2 Eerie Ld af Jeri 
1439. > in merey to his Church. I could name 
ereral other Engliſh Trafis Id era 
5 ian Div ini- 


dubjects, full of Primitive Chi 
a Bibliotbeca fit for this Place. 


Len. 


| i belides thoſewhich are written in E. 


xo — are many excellent Pieces © 


| nds written in Frexch, as Ds 
Pin's Neovelle Bibliotheque des Antena 23 


a Tranſlated into Exel 
Ti, s Memoires, Paar Ser vir 55 
r Ear » Which alſo deſerves 
ter the Works of St. Cyprian 
French, which 1 cannot but wi * 
ll Engliſh men, who are not verſedin Ls- 
on d Principles of the 4 — 
5 bed, ir, te 2 f 3 and 
eli e 2 


tin 


. —— ee ret. 4 eo a2nd Lf + I — «bs & wt 
. 4 TR — - 8 * 93 * " 4 ja 
| * * 
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tin, but underſtand that Language, Wa 
| Carefully read. Were our People exercil 
in ſuch Writings as theſe, and their Mir 


w SE revive among them, in the Sounf 
Fiery of their Pradliſe; ; in their Zeal 


ers & Endeavours, Ine: 
in the Sanctity of her . — 12 


| i 0 Theſe ie Wee ſhew:. you 3 
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ſeaſoned with the Ancient Doctrines a 8K 
Frog les which are in them, we | 
the Spirit of Primitive Chriſtiag 


and Orthodoxy of their Faith; ; in 


the Divine Inſtitutions:; in their Love a 2 
"Revexence ofthe ok and in their Pref - R 


applying wha Sec: 


is wanting to make the 


ple, aud in the ſtrictneſs of her Diſcipl 
and every other thing, —— ae Per 
and * as * 1 wrch; 


. bow. much 8 * 3 ith 
* read i Mt Ee. 44 4 * = 
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ſo that while we are in this ſuſpeuſe, we 
maſt be always doubting conecrhing. the 
Validity of our Baptiſm, and therby: you 
put this Divine Inſtitution upon se ry 
prerarious and apcerraint Foundation / 
Aſ. That the Divine Right of W- ' ũ 
ſhall Miniſter in things pertaining 2 
has been, and ſtill is, very much Diſputec 
by ſome; Ignorunt aid Froliſþ Men; and 
alſo by others of corrupt Frintipler and 
withed Deſigns, we find to be too ttue, by 
woful Expetience ; but what then, do's 
that argue that it is: vt 20 be datermim d 
who has this Divine Right ? certainly no; 
| for tho through Hereſy and Schifer the 
Minds of many Men. ate. ſo dreadfully 
_ blinded that they do not diſcovet this 
gteat Truth ; yet, God be prais'd, .thoſe 
who continue in the Communion of the 
Truly Catholick and Apoſtolick Church, and 
are Diligent and Iaquiſtive to kniow:God's 
Will, and to live according to that know- 
ledge; need never be put to ſo great a 
plange; as tb be in doubt and ſuſpenſe 
concerning this Diſpute, or the Validity of 
their Baptiſm; which they hagz receiv?d 
from the Lawfully ordain'd Miniſters of 
Chriſt ; becauſe ſach Miniſters muſt be 
viſeble and known as long as ther is or ** | 
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Enquiry which 1 have deliberately made. 
1 that *twas ſettled by 
Chit umlelf at firſt, and continually 


tonvey'd down to this Day, n Epiſcopacy | 


oily, and of this I am as certain as that 


our firſt Day of the Week was appointed | 


"Chriſt and his Apoſtles, to be the Chri- 
ian Sabbath, nay, tho I am very well 


"(atisfy*d that this our, Chriſtian Sabbath is 


of Divine Appointment; yet I can ſafely 


to proved, are not ſo numeront as thals 
4or the Divine Right of Epiſcopacy ; as 


"tray eaſily be demonſtrated whenſoever it 
mall be put to the Trial: as for thoſe |; 


Who are of another Opinion, I wiſh beet 
had either more Knowledge, or more Hu- 
mility,; it is none of my Buſineſs here, 
to enqeavour their Conviction : but ir 
they would uſe their utmoſt Diligence to 
do the Will of God in all other Inſtances 
of their Duty, and ſeek to him for that 
dom which, is from above, enquiring 
Wachen Prejudice, by attentiyely reading 
"the ih, wh Oracles; and comparing there- * 
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e of the Baptiſms of Foreign Church. 
es, where there is no Epiſcopal Ordina- 
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Hur ſelves, AD 3 I 
Ayſ. The Main drift of my Eſſay is a- 
| ſpine che Validity of that Baptiſm which 
Men know themſelves to have received 
from. Perſons who were never Divinely 
Commiſſion d, and yet preſume to uſurp 
this Authority in Oppoſtioz to the Divine 
Kigzht of Epiſcapacy : Which being duly | 
 "ponlider'd, frees me from Anſwering to | 
this Charge, with reſpe& to ſuch Foreign 
Churches, ſome of which have told you | 
that they do not Act in Are to Epil- 
copacy ; and have pleaded that they lie 
under a Neceſſity not to have Biſhops | 
among them; but that they bjgbly value | 
and reverence that Order in our EAN 
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Church. Whether this Plea of Necellity Þ 
be good, or whether it affects them ſo K 1 
as to hinder their receiving Epiſcopal r- 
dination from other Proteſtant Churches, 
ho? they cannot have Biſhops reſiding a- 
mong themſelves, is not my Buſineſs (here) 
20 enquire ; but this Pm ſure of, that ther 
is not the leaſt Reaſon (nay, tis imp Þ 

£us) to Complement away the lach 
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tions and 


Trahs of N t ien any, Dotacver 
ſo great a Party of Men. R 6 MN 
THE Divine Right of Epiſco 5 
plain from Scripture, and was nver 10 
in queſtion by any conſiderable Nuniber 
of Men, till Wichin theſe laſt two bun- 
dred Years; and muſt we nom lay: it a- 
fide for fear of oppoliag ne upſtart Na- 
Opinions? God forbid I muſt 
our holding faſt the ſound of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles be. calbd uncha- 
ritable and unkind, . becauſe: it do's not 
uit with the Temper and Diſpoſition of 
' other People? Cannot we ſtill keep our 
Charity for them by Believing that God 
may difpenſe with the very Want of the 
. Chriſtian Sacraments, and beſtow. even 
_ the Supernatural Graces of them, tothoſe 
who labour either under av Iwujnucible Je- 
| morance, or elle an zmpoſſubility of 4 
ning thoſe Sacrazrents, when they do all 
mat lies in their Power to fulſilb his Bleſ- 


ſed Will 2 certainly we may, for God can 


diſpenſe with his own Inſtitutes, and 
give the Spiritual Graces annex io them, 
to whom he pleaſes (by Axiaw 22). 

BUT as for ſome of thoſe among our 
ſelves, I fear their Caſe is very dangerous, 
becauſe abundance of them ſeem to want 
ſo fair an Excuſe, living under that Epif- 
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miniſter it, but who 
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-'ktiows© their ſeveral: Circumſtances of 
pacity, and theStrength _ 
of thoſe:Prejudices which ſome of them 
my have contracted by their Education: 
He is Infinite Goodneſs it ſelt, and will 


ers 


ent, the Obſtinate and Perverſe, we 
Authority from Divine Revela- 

tion to hope any thing for their Advan⸗-- 
tage. But to ſum up my whole Anſwer 
to this Objection in the Words of an en. 


HOSE who: have been Baptix'd 375 
1 x Perſoxs not lawfully Ord ain d, and ton- | 
<q Sequently they have receiv'd no Baptiſm, | 
m thoſe who bad + 


the Higheſt Sacrilege in 


4. 2 25 22 to them by 4 Shcceſſeve * 
= Ordination from the Apoſthee : [as is the 

. Caſe with us] But yet thro 4 general 

* Carruption of the Times, ſuch Baptiſms 


< ſo Baptiz'd ſwimming down the Stream, | 
« 'do think their Banne to be Valid, aud 
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it. I ſay, where 'no ſach Rebthtization 
Baptiſm] 17 tang br; "aoid 
+. therby the People lnom nothibg of , tn 
« ſuch Caſe their Igtbrance it in # manner 
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 *. potion in | receiving us Serien, git 
9 35 them True Sacraments, "tn 4a 
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* confer” d. bar this Caſe-do's — fGach 
thoſe who do, or may know and nt bet- 
ter, and is the whole of my Charity in 
this matter, and [think : a wüsten: Atifwer 
to the Objettion.' 
'V. Another Objection in Defebes of 
Baptiſms Adminifter'd by 
ſauch/as have not the Divine Commiſſi- 
on, is the Example of Zipporab, Moſer's 
Wiſe, who Circumcis'd her Son, and ther- 
by foved her Husband's Life ; 'for God 
bought to kill Maſer, and when ſhe had 
Circum̃eis d her Son, he let him go; and 
42 approv d of her Ad in ſo d doing, 
tho ſhe had 00 181060 ſo by t e In- 
ſtitution. NA 
: Anſ." Whoſoever: will but look i into the 
fiſt Inſtitution of Circumciſion,” will find, 
That. God did not ſet apart a particular 


Order of Men for this purpoſe, but only 


requir'd, 
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not. Nandi in the Inſtitution. 
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her Son, and caſt it at is 


Feet, ſaying, 4 Bloody Husband bene 1 
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what do's all this avail to thaſe, who 1 
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| tinually Adminiſter this Circumciſion, Ae 


granted that | 
perform d by the 
Maſter, as he was the Prieſt of his Family, 


more than what ſhe had a right | 
ſe her Hwband's Authority 


when he was unable to do it himſelf, | 
Eſpecially, _— that this Sickneſs 
— becauſe his Su 
had 1 —— and that he 
might therfore Order his Wife to do it in 
his ſtead ; and conſequently twas Inter- 
pretatively done by himſelf, becauſe hy 
his Authority; as we find in the iſſue 7 
God's ſparing 2s Lito 0 


and by Zipporal's' 


Sen d 2000 P2272 9 R227 


wm ky 


5s pans? 
vine Commilſeo = ; whent 


3 has Patty app 


tion to Moſes her Husbane 


1 24 


or . ee 5 p 
5 559 65 as have na H. 


tiꝛ d by Chriſt's: own Leu ers 


others to 5 Fee 


contrary 8 here C 
nll ghat Ca 14 en in 


becauſe by 

Text, ſhe a 

even 'by Virtue of an imme te Revela- 
: _ 


a 1 1 4.4 . 
of - 
Ci | af = 
. 1 1 ' 
0 * 
| dag fs = 


4 * 
: * 


doubtleſs acquainted. with. f 
by chi. 


Fiers non 


Valid. 
A Tho' this arm may, hold 90d 


in ſome Secular C it do not 
Ware follow e it a 20 02 all. For 
Exawpic , 


N _ bo 2 
7 „ * e N 
Wa 3 * N 
* 


5 oy — 
1 


2 Nan Free of the City of London, and 
though F ſhould be never ſo ſerious and 
tor in pretending, or ſhould real ly 
ſuppoſe my ſelf to e ſufficient Avtho- 
rity, to give ſich a Freedom, yet tis cer. | 
_ tain that ſach a Freedom given by me, | 
would be Valid, the Man muſt re: 
ctive a Legal Freedom, notwithſtanding. 

— Counterfeit one he had of me: the 

ne may be juſt 
Mation of Foreigners; 
great Concerns o this Wo rid ; and if this 


Farim will not hold good i in theſe, and 


abnndance of other worldly things; how r, 
much leſs in thoſe of an infiniteh 7 higher 2 
Nature, in the Divine Poſitive lait. 
ons, which God has made to be the 
Means and Pledges of Supernatural Bene- . | 
fits, tq be'conferr'd on us by the Mint | 
ſtration of his own Particularly Cage | 
and and Authoriz'd Ambaſſadors - Efpe- 


Wap Te tis not, Lawful for we to wal pu 


uftly affirm'd of the Natura | 7 
and many other = 


cially when we remember that this Maxi 


was never pointed by him, to be our : 
Rule and Guide in any of dur Affairs, 
much leſs in thoſe of a Religions an nd I 


Spiritual Nature, as without al doubt 1 *: 
Chriſtian Baptiſm 18. Belides, the Objecti- 


on acknowledges that it is nt Lawful. 
therfore 0 Kal, -and how a Sintul | 


bid i. A. aac. BY. ave. ak. ot 4 - Bb 
. * * - aa , 


1 5 King 


aud King Jamer s, 1621, ſtill to be ſeen at 
Lonton. 


ders of Fa but cannot agree 


r m 8 
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this Sacrament, 


be preſent 
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8 is. utterly W "oe 
"ts one os 


Elizabeth and in 4 4 ö of King 


Jaume: the firſt, as is plain by the ſeveral 
Common prayer Books in thoſe Days; 
particularly King Edmard s, Anno 1332, 


Sion College Library in WET 
Anſ. 2 rant the Truth of theſe Mat- 
that thoſe 

Allowances were A ＋ to, but rather 
directly againſt, * Divine Inſtitution of 
the ſeveral Reaſons 1 
have already mention d in this Eſſay. 
2 or the Comme of Hike, I have 
cited it age 12, 0 Preliminary 
Diſcourſe, - where tis requir'd by the 
Canon, That ſuch a Perſon as had re- 
ceiv'd but Ley Baptiſar ſhould, if he liv'd, 
Hh the Ley Man who Bap- 
tiz'd him. to = 4 to be perfeed 
by „„ Hands 3 132 
Y, 


4a © = 


Eu Now fappoſng (bor 
ing that ſuck 5 of Hands could | 
fuch imperfe# Baptiſut, our LY 
"Baptizerr break the Canon of this Corwin. | 
tit.” becauſe they oy 1 without thy ud. | 


| 4 at, and being in oppoſition 
fa. a n to preſent ſuch Par 
ſons 10 ed for the 


ine of their BAB. 
'tifmis by Inipoſiri 


on of his Hands, ſo t 
. kus Canon will ſtand the Objedtor i in 1 
ſend, tiff "tis obeyed in ff ie gel . 

und then twill have no Io $ 


I have aid, till it can be pro 
Impoſttion of Hands is Rae n to 98 | 
Validity to Invalid Baptiſms, for all u 
Hiperfort Bapti ins fe no better, if «the | 
Ceuilarg of the 3d ien be true 
As for the Church of Rowe, her A 
lowances in this Caſe are no Rule ti 
Proteſtants, who have ſeparated from let 
for her man RN Errours, both in Do- F 
aw. began to Qua 
= St. C privn, * nies Primitive * 
and Ke carried It vety unchriſti 
den hem for not 9 any VAI. 
dity in (och Sipeiſms, aud has ever fin 


reed in this Al Humour, fo far as'at 

ſt to condemr thoſe whodo not believe | 

the Validity of Baptiim Adminiſter'd b 
ü 


ere . / 


A 


— 


the Holy Ghoſt" hirſelf. 
* in his 10th 4c 
* Weſtern B 


ber Liturgy 
I call jt 


ECC d ̃ ͤir TT Hl 


„ 4 
Chinchi of God, are:both' — 
Law of Na ture, and alſo 


* Roman, Wa 


« = 
fer, 
4 e Na 
fur care to learn it 


autem per ſe ifſos ſlabiliene 
neither kom the Truth 
7 - but they contend 
-the Truth, and 


©. with them who tell t 


F ary wars — ai Herefie ; for which 1 
objecbed — ns by a 


conſidering that fach. an Ob; 
not ſubmit to their Deciſions, 


cfpecially 
 jeftor will 
even in things of a mneh more Inferior 


Nature. 


1 Conſeſs the Practice of the c of 
England; in this Caſe, would have been 
bad e ae ety Of eerleg 
not anſwer already 
of ſo Inconſiſtent a Rnbrick 1 
Inconſiſtent, becauſe, eſpetially in 
James the firſt's Reign; ſhe had de- 
clar d in her Articles of Religion, that 
it is anlawful, i. e. Sinful for any Man to 


Adminiſter Sacraments until he be Laws 
fully 


— ani — 
aftvordrby ner Rubtäch to Prwate pri 
thatusj ohe there preſent 


tion ia 


be put to the Perſous who brou 
Child sto Church; v. 
Sec TIES 


ceeding Queſts: 
| Cntiz'th with." Wark fer — Nibiber 


+ — 
ſockom of fach a Baptifm, hoy 
make ic unf or. 


N 


: ſons chey ꝓpnt fuch a Qbeſtions to, ſhout# 1 
think it : Which is a very ſtrange; aud 


indeed a tous and uncertain Foun- 
dation fon üs to buidzthe Validity of o 


Review of ber Liturgy; expungidi th 


for very we 


Liberty of* Lay Baptizing, in her preſem 


weighty Reaſons took away 1 


Moy 


: £42 
2 — — — * N „ 
— * 
: % . 1 
gr any vr + | 


might Baptiae ch | 
Infant d Caſe of 'Necefity1): ani ups! | 
da he Prieſts ftetward$ 


onthe LaefutobGof the Child's Baptiſni; | 
_ it-was/requir'd; — — 1 


lle Trinity, Bec. J., ſeems: — | 
about the Eawfulneſs El : 


ET * S gcggrzrs 


n upon, in: ſuchia Caſe of Neceſſßß } 
y... Amdtherfore tis no wonder that t Ii 
Chardh Sof England,:bpon a more: ef ß 


Queſtidn-.dut: of ther Rubrick, - andralld } y 


8 by requ iring;*even in Caſes 


ag 


| k 


2. wh 


Lay 
* 


— 
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to l Objections 
long 
of Popiſh 


4 be detemin'd by any Cuſtoms of that Na. 


| * firiors Opinions and they 4 
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Neceſſity, that Baptiſm ſhould be Admi- 


niſter d by De 1 Pariſh 
KM any other I 


that rar be 
tin Auer 
that may be ran d from 
her former Practice, when ſhe waß but in 


a, whichsx'$ 


the Infancy of her Reformation, and not 


Emergd out of the thick Darkneſs 


Errour and: Superſtition. But 
if ſuch a Cuſtom had been ſtili cin d, 


St. Cypriex long ſince lay d it domn for 4: 


ed Trutb, Ihat : we' t not to 


W rn wwe —_— 
ber the t Reajorn. Biſhop Tay- 
lor ſays, at »of | Baptiſm - 
wives) © This Caftond came in ut ant 


Door, it leamu aon 4 felſe and Super- 


ger to Invade the Paier 


tre God with the Souls 

b bis own Hands; and Roderme with 

i Sos Blood) but: this: — 

e be follow'd, if it bu z 

fer ever then cor fei d it was Sh | 
Fetus valet, Feri nom debuit 3 Eil 
engt not to be done for a gabi good end, we. 


=> 
— 


— 


*' This Cuſtom tber fore it the Nature 0 
* thoſe 2 9 le Tat . 9 
Aan Baptizes but be that is in 5 Or- 


I ders 


114 — Invalidity * ad 
—ůůů —ͤ——ͤ——i3 —— 8 | 
* ders, ſaid. diu on of Theft louie and} © 
1 Tibia be ſeid truly. But Ave: al} © 
4 thin 81, ns are mot to be talen wp 
* by. Cuſtom, - and reduc'd to practice: Not 
e only. becanſe Cuſtom is no good. warranty 
<< for Opiniont, &c. But chefides this, when 
« ar Opinion is offer d only by the: Bard if F* 
© Cofftota, it i commonly.'« dige ef « Bail} he 
« Canſe; and. that ther it nothing elſe toe | 
* fat jr it, Ductot Dubitantinm, -fotirth 
+, Edition, Page 638, 639. 
. AND. io the fame Book, Page 298 
« « Inall Moral Actions, ther aſt be Sah. 
5 — Foteſtative Principle that \ mexſt 
Bude proportion d Poner ta the. Effect 
75 „ thing cannot be done without «Conſt, 
and Principle in Morality, any more thu 
© n+ Nature. If a: Haun goes cbout til 
« Conſerrate the Holy Sacrament, it 14 
« ineffeFive Hand, "be Sins for attem 
* ig it 5 and cannot do it efterwerds « 
„ it were-wiſe* aud truer, if Men -wil 
«© rhimb-the ſame thing of their giving. A f 


\ 


* * tiſas, nuleſi they will confeſs that to Ba 
<< gize Children is « mere Natural and. 
eulen ATion, to. which Natural 
ert or _= cient ; or that Women ket 


Vene Powers to do it, and th i | Thi 


« whether 4 Prieſt or « Woman do's it, 5 


* no dj — bet matter of Order an joy d 


\ 


Le ada TER... — — DEED 
of Edge 
Ire be Spiritual, the Agent e bt 
«fo 204 5 thus far that Great Biſhop : And 
if his. Reafons are good againſt Womens 
Baptizing, as I think they are; they will 
be as good to all Intents and Purpoſes 4 
gainſt a Man's preſaming to do the like 
without the : D:vize Commiſſiom : betauſe; 
be is equally deſtitute of a'Spirirnal Pow. 
er, 1 wh in Jet” is 45 little in aa Orders 
25 
VAL. The laſt Objection that 1 thall 
mention is, what ſome great Men have 
made uſe of, to Eſtabliſk the Validhy of 
Lig Bintiſu; and rhat' is, Tllat tho“ it 
was a Sin for the Two Hundred and Fifty 
Princes to vffet Incenſe ; yet by even that 
Sinful offering the Cenfers, wherewith 
they offerd wore batlow'd, and God im- 
A ſelf declared them to be fo. Nitmbet; 16. 
up, 9 tho' it be a Sia for Lejaver 
3 to Baptize; yet the Perſon ſo Baptiz d is 
therby Halo and Sanctify'd and con 
ently fach a Baptiſm is Valid. ö 
R. This Objection has n — ow 
Force fot” the purpoſe defign'd; Becauſe 
og "tis not in che leaſt parullef to Chriſtian 
ve "oF Biptifmy ; for the Cenſers (mere ſenſeleſs 
dungs) were Capable of po Sapersdfarat 
Spiritual Graces and. Pfibiledges to be en- 
u by them, by Wen that Offerings 
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| huwthe Objeas of Baptiſm, Senſible, Ra d . 
tional, and Immortal Souls, are to be poſ 
feßs d of, and to be made happy by, lach | 
unſpeakuble Benefits and Advantages as | 
are annex'd to Baptiſm. The Cenſers 
were wholly Paſſive 3 but the, Baptizd 


Perſon is not ſo, for even in Infancy he 
is Active by bis Sponſors, and a. wh he 


comes jo:Years; muſt be ſo in his own 


Perſon. The Cenſere, tho they were hal. 


jowꝰd, yet they were not hallo to the | 
ſame purpoſe, as., the Cenſers wherewith 


Aaron offer'd Incenſe; for God did not 


ofder-thoſe Two Hundred, and Fifty Cen 


ſerz to be conti Ward, for the 7. — uſe to 


..._ wah thoſe Singess put them, but requit d | 
bbem 0 be. madebroad Plates for # Conering. 
af he Altar: To. be 4 Memorial unto the 
Children of Alras),: that mo Stranger whieh | 
122 the Seed of 
 breanſe beſare tþ 


Aaron come near to off 


So chat it theſe-Cenſers are 2 Parallel I 
ſtance for Perſons Raptiz d by an 


ard - pretendets, then the uſe that God: 
order d them to be put to, ſhould teach 

us, t make the like ue of. ſuch Sinſuſ 
Node Perſons,-wws. To make themMes 
morials to all Chriſtians that none wh 


wot Commilſion'd by Chtiſt, ſnould dare 90 


come near t0 — in the Chriſtian 
Church? 


(Num 16. 39, 40) 


r, e 4 i 


3 


— 


4 8 


rch 1 


tiz d Perſons become ſuch Memo 


on? 11 is We moſt proper 


Tho' after all, they have nothing 185 
that can with any Cohetende, de Jaitly 


$ thing to the purpoſe; and ſort: 


— — 


One =S 
33878 


— — 
church: But how ſhall fach Le: Vap: | 


effeftually, as by renouncing __ 05 | 
and receiving true Chriſtian Baptift 
Chriſt's Authorizd Miniſters, 7500 "herb 
fruſtrate as nuch as the can, the pr Eft 
tuous Oſarpations of "thoſe who: 5 
Divine Miſfion for {6 great u "Miniſttati- 
inference that 
can be drawn from theſe Cer ſers with re- 
ſpe to ſuch as are unlawfully Baptizd : 


DEI 
adapted to the Inſtitution of "Chi 
Baptiſm, or any one Eſſential Part theter: 


The Two Hundred and Fifty Pritiees; in- 
deed, if compard to the Uni dthorfz'd 


Adminiſtrators of Baptiſtn may be forme» 


theTn- 
cenſe if compared to the Watef in Bap 
tilm; becanſe, as this When rightly Ad- 
miniſter'd, is the means of Spiritial "Be 
nefits, ſo Incenfe, when rightly oft d f. e. 
dye i Divinely Commiſſion'd Perſon: was 


- a means likewiſe of procuring the favor 
of God, b 


by making an Aronement” for 
the Sins of the People. But as for the 
Cenſers, they were owly the Veſſels where- - 


in this incenie, the Gerd Means of the 


Attonement, was contain d; ſo that they 
13 have 


Hot the Eat = oY he fo = + 
Perks Adminiſtring, or the Water of 
ptiſm, or to the Perſon Baptized 5-and 
th „if the Objector will have them 
to he Parallel to any thing at all in this 
matter, they muſt be ſo to the Veſſel whieli 
Art Mina ; Be = = 
ule ay of t 
. __— is wt 175 0 G; 


| oppoſition to the - 
d)- to offer Incenſe 


we ſyſtitut io bib « onfin'd.that Aion 
= rom an 1. A rods. This Offering 
being thus unlawful, for want of the Dr 


ſtwing, was ſo far from being nod | 
that it was à crying Abomination; 

inſtead of procuring a Blefling,, either: for 
themſelves or fheir Abettors, drew dem 
ppon them ſwift Deſtrnction; the Prinegs 


being immediately: conſum d by a Fir} 


To the Lord. and Fourteen! * 

Seven ardred of. their Partizan de- 

ſtroy d by a Plague. Even ſo, if a 

thing about Baptiſm may be 
5 


we may juſtly. fear that the Admi- 


commiſſion 4 


8 


8 — contrary te a\Divine pe. 


| E bort of. the Perſons Admin 


hence in- 
Wer of barer Baptiſm. by, Un. 


1 


E ox — —= 
ES Rean' | 


commiſſion'd Felon: In: PIE 6 
che Divinely eſtabliſtid - Prieſthood bf the 
Chriſtian Church, rows 

of conveying” 
firs,” to'thoſc 
uieſte in — 


wy 3 — 
0 God's Judgments here) 55 he eee 
ur Priviledgesor antennen with- = 
ont a ſintere and ſpeedy nce. - 

Some other Objeftions' I have 3 


he | vour'd to obviateiin.the Progreſs of-this 
FF Effay, and therfore ſhall only further De- 
* dare, that I ſincetely alle the Subject 
of chis Diſcourſe to be aSubſtantial:Thuth x, 43 
nay," even a firſt of Chriſtiani, 1 
nl that without che couragious Af. 1 
i and Vindication therof, the whole 1 
H Prieſthood and the Divine Aw 
ors muſt be card in 


with this Divine Authority, will fight 2 
14 gainſt 


i 
* 
| I 
3 | 
| * x 


- prejudice; but add Strength and Cogency. - 
to the Cauſe I have fle4ded, which ought 
 by'no-means to ſuffer for my 1 in 
its Defence. 


by which they, R ; Which till | 
_ſolidly-prove, l. ſhallalways eſtecm te be; | 


they 
f — 


We, 10 n f 2 


gainſt i: 5 appearing 2 in oppo- 


firion to the Subject of 'this Eſſay: as fop 
my manner of Arguing 


may be ſome nnde/iga'd . in it, hic 
I humbly ſubmit to. their Juſt Correction, 


and prudent Cenſure ; — they will 
execute - both, with 5% much Wiſdom and 
Conduct, 25 (to make me ſee my oon 
Errours, and at: the ſame time) not to 


As for the mere ptetenders to this Di- 


vine Authority, I have nothing 0 ſay to 
them or their Followers ; but only to de 
ſite dem to take care; not to deceive them | a 
ſelves, but ſeriouſly eto enquirt Whether 7 


Legality: in that Cotnmiſlion,: * 


ther is any _ 
can 


utterly Invalid for ther Admin iſtrat ion aſi 


Chriſtiau Sacraments I ſhall not tube 


my ſulf to enter the Lats with them, tho 
1 never oſo much with what F: 

they hard Work enough alrea + 
euf ta-their:Ridods, im Shot — 
= I which I have mentionid in 


to defend it, ther | 


4x 4 
"I 
A 3 
« * N 


* 


deavour may be for his Glory, and th. 


S Keren 


1 2 72 


= mo frilt WMiniſter before tm - _— 


_— —F ny r 


thei Areuments.. I weſet them for the 
PivineRight of Eptſcapacy 22 
may ſave. themſelves: the toublet af. de- 
manding them ſtom m.. 
Tk. they ſhall-oppoſe my taff of. | 
the Neseſſty of a Divine Commiſſon 0 


| Adminiſter Baptiſm, they will thereby 


Confound themſelves when they affirm thae 
they Baptize by Virtne of ſuch a Com- 
miſlion : And then I ſhall not think them 
worth my Anfwering. 

I conclude all with my hearty Prayers 
to Almighty God; that this R en- 


he would — us from 


all Falſe 
Dereſie and 


echilm; het all who profeſs 


an gall themſelves C briflians may be led 


into the Way of Truth, 4 "bold the 
Faith in Unity of Spirit, in the Bond of 


| Peace, and in Righteouſneſs of Life ; and 
3 | that he world be plear'd to Iilyminat: A 


- and Deacons, weeb 
true Know! edge and Onder ſtanding of his 
Word, that both by their Preaching and Liv- 
ing, they may ſet it forth and ſhew it ar- 
cordingly « and rightly and duly Admini- 


boam iefts may 10 
Service.” ber her” The Seed 


with 
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Unebarchel, MS. 


IN CE the Puhlication of the Firſt 
Edition of this Book, I am ioform'd, 
2 ſome Gentlemen of no mein Cha- 
rater, have made ſurther Ohjections a 

gaiuſt the Subiect therof, which: (becauſe 


ch they OY plauſible at firſt ſight,: and 
| therfore prejudice too many againſt 
* 'd) I ſhalt 2 
here to anſwer, as = wel and plainly = 
Jean. 12 0 z E. 


what I have propos 


Ubj, IX. A ND Firſt cis fadabacif Lay 


Bopiifan be Invalid, and the Eivine Com- 


miſhon to Baptize be 8 from the 


Apoſtles in Epiſcopacy only, then all thoſe 
Foreign Reſormd Churches which have 


e Ordination are etfeQtually 
(by the Prin- 
ciples oſſerted by me) N of 2 


Cbriſtian Miniſtry, and conlequently of 


Chriſtian Baptiſm,-,which is a con ce 

ſo dreadful, and even contrary to the Con - 
ceſſions of many Epiſcopal Divines of the 
Church of Esgland, that none cught to 


granted) ſo great a miſchief: muſt nece ſ- 


ſarily ariſe. r 


e e | 
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admit of that Doftrine, from which: (if 


xj (ſuppoſiag 


2 "APPENDIS. 


Sts A 


Void, I hymbly conceive, I hate 
Oben 


ift not, let the Je ots of this 
ſnew, either the Inſufficiency, or Fallacß 


of the Arguments! hade produc'd for ti A 
otherwiſe 1 ſhalt take it 


they can give no ſolid Reaſons for their 


Validity. © And therfore, till I hear fur. 4 
cher from them 


this ſingle Topick, 
TI ſhall give my ſel 


Divine 


Lay Baptiſm to be Invalid) ca 
be convey d from the A 
tian Miniſtry only; 


fer Valid Baptiſm. A 
* AT the Chriſtian Miniſtry 
conveyed from the A 
_ we have a Cio 
the Fractice of the A 
in the Sacred Oracles 


Vinlallible Truth 


the Holy Seriptures; Secondly, all Eeele- 
ſiaſtical Hiſtory ;- and Thirdly, the con- 

| stant and onincerrupted Practice of the 
8 Univerſal 


"Anſw. That Lay Bapriſm | Is Null, and and 


: ted, that they acknowledge ſuch Bap. 4 
gre to be Invalid; or elſe, that at beſt 


en e | 
i, but 2 to the conveyance of the 
miſſion to Baptize, and we- .: 


poſtles in che Chr. 

*fo that all our Buſineſs 

here, is to know how the Chriſtian Mi- 
niſtry was handed down, and ſuceeflively |} 

continued from the Apoltles to our Days, | 

and this will determine who 3 | 
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Mes in pille 1 
of Witneſſes; 120 | 
les, recorded 4 
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| dred Years together from the Apoſtles 


our own-;Netion, and that very lately, 


the 34d Ob,eftion, and another Extituled, The 
Divine Right of Epiſcopacy, Printed for 
Richard Sare, at Grazs-Inn-Gate in Hol- 
bers, 1708,). Who — obviated and an · 
excellently 
than P 


ſuch Learned — 3 * —— 44 


be trug; 


thoſe Premiſes, I caunnt help that, tis the 
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Univerſal Church of Chriſt in all Ages 
and Places, for One Thouſand. Five Hun- 


Days. Theſe all bear teſtimony to this 
great Truth, as has been ſufficiently de- 
monſtrated by a vaſt number of the beſt 
Chriſtian Writers, particularly ſome, of 


(vid. Thoſe I have mention'd in Anſwer to 


ſwer'd the Objections of all Enemies fo 
well, that it would be no leſs 


— to atte 1 | 
any thing more upon bat SudjeR, alter 


I refer the Reader for his fatisfaftion in 
Tice Ele and paſs.on.roconfitr the Ob- 

IF thes-ghe Premiſes above wention'd © 
Lay; Begrilm: be Iavalid. Ce. 
then (ſays the Obiector) al alaſe Foreign 
« "Reforms Churches, & c. axe effet#ually Ua · 
6 4 being rare of « Chriſtian M.. 
« niſtyy, and copſequentlh of; Chriſtien Bap- 
* 1 ' Why: tru 1 if thoſe Foreign Re- 
form'd are Unchurch'd upon the — of 


"= 


Obe ctot him ſelf that tells me they are ſo3/ 


and I know of no way for him to help 


them out of that Difficulty at preſent, 


but either xo prove the Premiſes falſe; ot 
elſe to perfwade them to receive Epilcopal 
Ordination. But tis ſaid. ht I @ dreads 


as to be feduc'd to a ſtate of abſolute In- 


tek, which 1 hope the Objeor does not" | 
mean when: he ſays they ate Unchurch*d,! | 


if he does; 1 muſt tell him, that (tho*Þ 


am no Latitodinarian) I have more cha- 
ritable Thoughts concerning Thouſands 


of them thaw he has, upon the ſuppolition> 
of their den ous arp e 
tif: for believe! abundance of them 
may be included in the Number of thole; ' 
whom I have ſpoke of in the Words of u 
moſt Excellent modern Author, ( 


_ the End of my Anſwer to the Fourth 258 ; 
a ir be 


and that therſote they may very 

eſteem'd as much in the church 
_ the Catechum ent, ot Candidates tor Chri- 
ſtian Baptiſm, were us d to be in the Pri- 


mitive times. This 1 think abates 'much 

ot the dreadiulneſi of the Conſequenctto” © 
the Honeſt and Sincere j but it canuot de 

hence infer d, that their Miniſtry and Mi-! - 


niſtrations are Good and Valid, or that 
e 1 | thole 


fel conſequence : Tt may be ſo, and very, 
dreadful too, if they are ſo far Onchurcyd 


„ 
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cur and communicate with em ia ſuch 
— Deviations from the D W 


| "BUT. ( proceed) 


Writers ſince the Reformation, 
endeavour'd to make Excuſes” and Salvo's 


| have::done more lure by ſuch their Cui · 


to believe that ſuch: Ordinations are Good 


ſrem ſo much, as but enquiri 


E Conceſſions oſthoſemis 
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thoſe who know "i Deke Told an. 


this toys the Ob- 
2 to the Caf of = 
opel Divines of. the Charch 'of 
fi oppoſe be m-ens ſome of the 
who have 


je 


6; England I 


for the Presbyterian, and Lay Ordinations 
alivcad;' In reſerence to whom 1 muſt 


needs ſay, chat dis juſtly to de fearfd, chey 


ceſſians, than at 3 | 
a. or ger ' for tis not tõ 
ber denbted, that many pur a great value 
upon de. of ch Ledrbed-amd 
Good Men, and therby have been induC'd 


aod Valid, and conſequent 
peed: fof thoſe Foreign R to ſeek 
for Epiſcopal Ordination, wherby : too 
many Cake the Foreign Teachers . 
are inſtead of being cur'd of, cor 
ia their Errors, and it may be 
"whether 


ith ſub- 
ments, ſuch largo 
W 


ly that ther's ao 


= are in the 133 
on to better 
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have been not ably: Prejudicial and Hurtful 
to the Reſorm d abroad, but even contrary 
to the Dottrine and avow'd Practice of 
the Church of Exgland, which they were 
oblig d in cnſcience by their Subſcription, 
to ſupport and maintain. For, does ſhe 


not teach in her 23. Article, that I is wor | 


* ſamfal (therſore tis finfub and to 


their Inſtuution) ©: ram Man to take ab. 


*« aventabefore he be lawfully Call d and Semt? 


And daes ſhe not confine this — | 
to Epiſcopal WM.. 
nation, in the Pretace to her Form aad 
Manner of Making, Ordaining. and Con- 
4 ſecrating of Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons? 
Poes ſhe net call this Epiſcopal Ozding+ 


ing and Sending 


tion, Chriſt's Commiſſion and Autho+ 
uty. When m her 26th Article ſhe teaches} 


„Ii his Commiſſion and Authority: ? Is ſhe 


not ſo exactly conſiſtent to all this, that ſhe |} 


v ih nat admit any of theſe Foreign Teach. 
ers inta the number of her Prieſts, no nor 


of. hier Deacons net her, without Epiſto- | 


pal Ordination ? Is not all this ſo true that 


none can deny it? And does ſhe not ther- 


by, as much as may be, prevent all ſuch 
Coneceſſions, and reprove thoſe who 


that the Miniſter when he Adminiſters the _ - 
| Facraments does it in Chriffs Name, and 
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them, 


e 
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Them, 
a know better) haveTeprelented the 


that her Articles, Kubricks. and Canons, 


| and Agreement, and have nothing in them 
| thar is either Contradictory or Iaconfiſtent 
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to her Doctrine 55 pr 
dice? I think ſhe does,” add: ed 
that her Articles, are 2 of {6 looſe and 
variable a Contexture as ſome (who-ought 


be, (like a Noſe of WII) that” may be 
wreſted to eve ariy turn, .and-deferidial-. 


moſt all ContradQicns Dodtines and Pra- 


ices *wharfoever, without con fidering 


Sc. When duly compar'd wich one ano» 
ther; do make the moſt perfect Harmony 


to themſelves; or diſagrecable to the Holy 
Scriptures,” and Prathice 'of the Priaiitive 


Church,”* *| © 
of — 'the Son of 


IF ia the Days 
Nebaty who mide Tirael to Sin, a Prieſt of 
the Tribeof Aaron ſhould have undertak- 


en to defend the Validity of the Prieſthood; 


which Jerobog had ſet up, would he not 
have been juſtly cenſurable, would he not 


have acted contrary to the Principles of the : 


true Church of the Jews at Jeraſalem ? 
Certainly he would, notwithſtanding the 
vaſtly ſuperior N ambers in the Ten Tribes 
— forfook the true Prieſts, and the 
ſmallneſs of the Numbers in the Two 
other Tribes, who would not follow that 

K Multitade 
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- - py 


a , — — — . N ö — | — IJ 
7  ARPENDIS. — 7 


Maltitude to de hi Evil. And the reaſun 
Why be wonld have been juſtly blameable 
is evident, becauſe Jeroboam made Prieſts of | 
' rhe Loweſt of the People which were not of | 
| be Sons of Levi, 1 Kings 12: 31. For that 
this (as well as their Idolatry) was his 
and the Ten Tribes Sin is evident by Ali 
Jabs ſpeech to them, (2 Chron. 13. 9, 10) 
e ze not caſt out the Prieffs of the Lord, 
the Sons of Aaron and the Levites, and | 
have. made v Priefts after the manner of 
the Nations of: other Lands, c. But as for: 
, (i. e. the Members of the true Church - 
of, God, the other Two Tribes of If, 
The lord is our God, &c. and the Priefts - 
which Miniſter anto che Lord are the Sau 
f Aaron, and the Levites wait ap thein © 
hefe. Here you ſee that Ai Tri. 
| umphs and Glories in the true Prieſthood. : 
. with them, becauſe it was that which G 
liunſelf appointed; and he upbraids tha | 
Ten Tribes for their having ſet up other * 
Prieſts, without any regard to the Divide 
Inſtitut ion of the Prieſthood; their mig 
ty Numbers, and the ſeeming neceſſity of 
their being forc'd thereto by the Seculay - 
Power, was no Argument for him tò al- 
low of their Prieſthood. How much les 
aught thoſe Writers among us, to have 
ſtudied fo induſtt iouſly, as ſome of _ 
| F haves 
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1 _ ARPENDIX. nur 
| have done, to prove the Validity: of their 
Miniſtry, who are not one tenths of: the 
preſea Univerſal Church, and: who differ 
from them and the whole Churetutlirough- 
out all Ages, in not requiring .their Mini- 
ſters to: be Veſted with the Divine Autho- 
IAM well aware of what is pleaded 
by thoſe Epiſcopal Drvines, VIE. - That 5 
theſe Foreign Reform'd were under a Caſe 
of Neceſſity, and ſome of them ſay, they 


ate ſo ſtill. But I am not yet ſatisfied | 


what they mean by this Caſe of Neceflity ; 
The Church of Exg/and, wherof. thoſe 

Epiſcopal Divines are Members, T has not 
declar d it: the Scripture is wholly'filent 
about it, and on the contrary, has record 


ſome, Who to all appearance had a great 
| deal of Reaſon to plead, that they were 
under great Circumſtances of Neceſſity, 
to aſſume to themſelves thoſe Offices, 
wherein they miniſtred contrary to the 
Divine Inſtitutions; as in the Caſes of Saal, 
1 Sam. 13. from verſe 8. to verſe 14. and 


1 Ur ah, - Sam. 6. 6, 7. 80 that 1 am ut- 
terly at a Loſs to know, how thoſe Wri - 


ters could diſcover any Caſe of Neceſſity, 


that of it ſelf was ſufficient to Authorize 
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Men, to rake upon them the Great Office 
| l of 
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of mediating between God and Man. Ther 


13 not one Inſtance (that I know of) in 
all the facred Oracles, of any one's being 
inſtated into fuch an Office, even in the 
greareft Caſes of Neceffity, without an 
explicit Revelation of God's Will, that 
the Man ſhould act therin, when the 
ordinary appointed means of giving him 


| his Commiſſion was wanting. Aud it 


the Excuſers of thoſe Foreign Ordinations 


ecean ſhew me ſuch an Inſtance, I ſhall. be 
very much oblig d to them if they will 


be pleasꝰq to do it. 


NA further, ſuppoſing that — 
poſſible to determine a Caſe of Neceflity, 


that might be ſufficient to empower Men 


to Admunifter Valid Sacraments, without 
receiving a Commiſſion for 2 by 
Or- 


God's appointed means of Epiſcopa 


dination, yet I doat find that m0 the 


aboveſaid Writers have proved by good 


prov*d, I ſee no reaſon to be at all_cop- 
cluded by the Writings of even the beſt of 
Men, who are not guided in their Dictates 


by the infallible Spirit of Truth, as the | 


Bleſſed Apoſtles and Prophets were. 


Arguments, that the {aid Foreigners were | 
ever under ſuch a Caſe of Neceſſity, wach | 
2 that they are ſo nom; and till this is 


1 
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I KNOW er 


_ © ceaſe to have a Being as ſuch in the 
« World ? This at firſt pro 
to be a very weighty Queltion, but when 


which has infallibly aſſur d us, that Chri# 
will be with his 42 1520 i. e. them and their 
| Sacceſſors, the Bi 
the End of 
Gates of Hell 
Church; then the Impertinence and Fol- 
ly of this [What if] does immediately diſ- 
cover it ſelf, becauſe it ſuppoſes, what in 


DG] EO RSS APO. 


ſelves, by ſuch Ways and Means as he has 
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Vis, the drt 
ſion, by ſuppoſing, What if the Epil 
6 coal” Order were utterly Extinct, — 


* no Biſhops could be found to confer 


ac Holy Orders; muſt ther be no Mini- 


« ſters therfore in the Chriſtian Church? 


« and muſt the Viſible Church of Chriſt 


poſing looks 
we juſtly reflect on the Divine Veracity 


iſbops,) alway evew ano 
.World ; and that he 


never prevail againſt the = 


fact never was, nor ever will be, and ther- 
fore needs no anſwering becauſe not to be 


granted. But alas! ſuppoſing that it were 
(as it is not) ible, for oh. 


Church to 
be univerſally depriv*d of her Spiritual Fa- 
thers the Biſhops, *tis our Duty as well as 
Safety, rather to wait and hope for, ſome 
New Revelation of his Will for another 


Inſtitution of Mea to ſucceed in the Chri- 


ſian, Priefthood, than to take it upon our 


3 not 
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not hitherto appointed, and which will 


tberſore prove ineffectual for the ſaperne- 
tural Purpoſes of his own Divine Inſtitu- 
tions; (becauſe Man by his own Autho- 
rity only, can never make a Human equal 
to a Divine Inſtitution) but this Caſe has 


never happen'd yet, and therfore, uo So- 
ciety of Men either paſt or preſent, can 
be at all excusd upon this ſuppos?d Foun- 


dation. 


ND now to conclude, all that I have 
to ſay to this Objection, no Doctrine what- 
ſoever can be prov'd to be falſe, by the 
Miſchiefs of thoſe Conſequences which 
neceſſarily ariſe from it, when thoſe Con- 
ſequences themſelves are not contradictorx 
to ſome previous Truths; and when Men 
buy either their wilful Sins, or ſupine Neg- 
leds, are the only canſes of the Miſchiels | 
of thoſe Conſequences, for which Trutb 


and its Aſſertors are no ways anſwerable. 
This I believe is a Maxim that will Rand 


the Teſt of a ſtrict Examination, and hold 
good in the Caſe before us: And I pray 


God to touch the Hearts of thoſe who are 
concern'd in it, with a due ſenſe of their 


Deviations from his Holy Inſtitutes, that 


they may compleat « thorow Reformation; 
that the Chriſtian Prieſthood may recover 


its Antient Spiritual Glory; and that we 


may 
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may be all bleſo'd with the Happineſs of 
a Univerſal Communion of Saints here in 
the Church Militant, fo as to be intitfled 

to an entire and eternal Union and Com- 
munion with the Church triumphant in 


the Kingdom of Heaven. 


© 0hj. X. Tis further Objefted ; that ff 


Lay Baptiſm be Invalid, then all ne 


'|F who never receiv'd any other Baptiſm are 


uncapable of Holy Orders, having never 
been Baptiz d; and therfore the Orders of 
ſeveral Epiſcopally Ordained Perſons” a- 


| mong us are Null and Void, and conſe- 


quently fo are all their Miniſterial A&s 


too, becauſe they never receiv*d any other 
| than Lay Baptiſm. This will involve the 
Church into the utmoſt confuſion; "and 
"| therfore the Invalidity of Lay Baptiſin 


ought not to be allow*d by any, Who 


value the Order and Peace of the Charch. 


Ai. THIS Objettion raiſes 1 Cn. 


ſequence from an uncertain, and it may 
be. a mi Nerds; for i rae - 


granted. that the Incapacity of a Perlon 


to receive Holy Orders, by reaſon of his 


being Undaptiz d, renders Holy Orders, if 


| confer'd on him, Null and Void; or in 
ſhort, that want of Baptiſm Malls Holy 


Orders in any Perſon Ordain*d to the Mini- 


try. This Aﬀertion does not yet appear 
5 K 4 eule, 
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Fade, if at all ro be prov'd, for theſe I 3 


8 


lowing Reaſons. -. 
. 1 — ther is a vaſt difference be⸗ 


tween a Perſonal Capacity or Qualification, | 


and an Authoritative One. For, a Perſons! 


Qualification, for the Miniſtry, is, what a | 
Man is bound to be endow'd with, in 
with all other Chriſtians, whe- 


ther he be ordain'd to the Miniſtry or no; 
and therfore Baptiſm and Holinels of Lite 


eat ions. 


parated * diſti 
"Mankind, an 


is 


Supernatural Benefits to us. This is what 


It 


Apoſtles in Epiſcopacy, and gi- 


ven to the Ordain'd Perſon by impoſition 4 


of the Biſhop's Hands. 


24% A PERSONAL Qualification 


may be, and in fact often is manting, when 


an Authoritative One remains Good and 
Valid; and ther's abundance of Reaſon - 


that it ſhould be ſo, becauſe, the Perſonai 


being equally incumbent on all Chriſtians, 
Miniſters as well as Lay-Men, may jf, 
be diſtinguiſh'd by the Name of Perſons! | 


BUT an Authoritative Qualification for 
the Miniſtry is that only, wherby a Man | 
Kab from the reſt | 
14 4 empower'd to 
 Perſonare and "Repreſeas the Divine Pre- 

| ſence, for the conveyance of Spiritual and 


we call the Divine Commiſſion, convey'd | 


es omg wes woe p17 DIS 


Elf. 


| 


is | ſecure of chat, then in all his Miniſtrati- 
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Qualification chicfly reins the Man him- 
1 who * or ought to be, polled of 
it, ſince be only will reap the benefit of 


| having, or find the miſery of being defti- 
tute of it. But the Aothoritative 
L'F cation as 
che People; 
& | be his Proxy and Repreſentative ; - andto 
the People as th 7 are to receive from God 


lth. 
as ſuch, relates only to God, _ 
to God, as the Miniſter is to 


the Supernatural Benefits of his 3 
Miniſtrations. The People receive no 


| more advantage from the Perſonal = 
&/ | fication of God's Repreſentative, t 
they do miſchief from his Per ſamai He: 4 f 


ralities; that is, none at all, becauſe they 


are neither anſwerable for the ode or the 
' other : if he be deſtitute of any ſuch 


Qualifications, let him look to char, "tis 
none of their buſineſs with reſpet to the 
of his Miniftrations : all that 


they -are bound to take care of, is, that he 


te truly Sent, and if they are bur once 


ons they are not to ſuppoſe him, but 


Chrift himſelf (whom he Perſonates) to 


; | be Adminiftring to them; for, all Sacra- 


ments on the Part of the 4 dwiniftration are 
Good and Valid, only upon, this Ong 
: without this, of Chriſt the 

Great High frieſt's Adminiſtring, either 
| himſelf. 
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himſelf in Perſon or 


+ 


Chriſtian Sacraments muſt fall to the } 
and be of no uſe or advantage | 
to Mankind; and therfore if we can but 
_ folidly, 1. e. upon good foundation, be- 


Ground, 


lieve, that he does thus Adminiſter to us, 
we need never concern our ſelves with the 


. Perſonal Qualifications of his Repreſents. - 
tive, for the Validity of thoſe Adminiſtra- 
tions, which receive their whole Efficacy _ 


from the Authoritative Qualifications 


_ Chriſt himſelf, who has promis'd to make 
good and confirm them when perform*dby } 


one whom he has ſent, 


T0 Exemplify all this in the Caſe be. 
fre us:; Holineſs of Life is Requir'd asa |} 
E _ Perſonal Qualification, Previous to Holy -: 
9 : os is * 1 St. Ne + 
piſtles to Timothy and Tita; a 148 | 


well known, that our Lord himſe 


Judas Iſcariot, a covetous Thief, and one © 
whom he himſelf branded with the Name 
| | nown, that 
he choſe this wicked Wretch to be no leſs _ 


of « Devil; I fay, tis well kno 


than an Apoſtle, and ſent him to Preachand 


were Good and Valid, notwithft 


by his Proxy, all 


Baptize, to caſt out Devils, and to heal 
the Sick, as well as the reſt of the Apoſtles; } 
for which reaſon, all his Miniſterial As 4 

Rnd kt 
being deſtitute of the Perſanal Quliſcati-. 


? 


= 


| on of Holizeſs of Life; and 'tis ani verſaly 
| ccknowledg'd, that the fame #-rrue of all 


cons whatſoever," o 


nations in any Age of Chriſtianity, And 
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other wicked Bi  Priefts,” and Dea- 
iſe, we could ne- 
ver be ſatisfied with the Validity of 'Ordi- 


cherfore, tho Holineſs of Life is a reg 


Perſons Qualification for the Mimiſtry, 
becauſe of great Edification to the People, 
cc. yet if a truly Ordained Miniſter ſhould 


be a wicked Man, the People ought not 


to ſuſpect the Validity of his Miniftrations 
by reaſon of the wickedneſs of his Life, 
becauſe, tis Chriſt that Adminiſters by 
bim as bis Proxy onh, and Chriſtꝰ Mini- 
$ firations are certainly Good and valid; 
'F tet his viſible R 


| viſible Repreſentative'be never fo 
wicked, he himſelf” 


greeable to the 26th Article of the Church 


of End, and therfore ther is no need 


longer to inſiſt upon it, but to proceed to 


Baptiſm, another Perſona Qualification for 


IT is certainly the indiſpeiifable 


of Every Mini ſter to be Baptiz d, as well 

as to be perſonally Holy, becauſe 'tis a 
Divine Law to which all ought to pay 
Obedience. For which reaſon T cannot 
omit commending the laudable 


Cuſtom of 


\ 


"(and not the People) 
muſt anſwer for that. This is exaaMly a- 


the 
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the Church of Rome, who, (tho? Corrupt 
and Seandalouſly wicked in other Matter, | 
yet) requires her Candidates for Holy Op. | 
ders to prove their Baptiſm, before they | 
can be admitted into the Miniſtry : and 1 
ſhould heartily rejoyce to fee the Gover. | 
nours of our Church require the ſame of 
her Candidates for the Miniſterial Functi. * 
on, who, *tis to be fear*d, ever ſince the 
Reformation, have never been enjoyn'd to 
bring Certificates of their Baptiſm, as well 
as of their good Behaviour and Chriſtian 
_ Converſation. This Omiſſion, I charitably 
believe, proceeded only from an Opinion,  * 
that none would preſume io enter into H } ©. 
Orders before 22 Baptiz'd, and thit F 
ther fore iwas weedleſs to require 4 Proof of | 
their Bapriſm-: But N if this 54 
ſtom had been preſerv'd, tis reaſonable to 
| believe, that our Miniſters would (fome 
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of them) have been more ſtrict in keeping 
their PariſpRegiſters of Perſons Baptiz d by | 
Lawfully Ordain'd Miniſters, and not have | 
ſuffer'd Schiſmatical Ly Bapriſms to have 
been Regiſter'd among the Tree Bapriſms, 
as tis now ſcandaloufly praftic'd in ſome 
Places, to the great grief of many, and 1 
hope almoſt all our Divines, who have 
conſtantly oppos'd all ſuch anwearrantable 
Practices, and will (to their Praiſe be it 
. ſpoken) | 


cant ads. ho eee ds 
- * 
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ſpoken ) never. ſuffer-ſuch Regiſters to be 


.- 


— | made in their Pariſh Books. I ſay, if this 


i) | would have got ſuch a Certificate, from 


their Baptiſm had been continued, tis ve- 


conſequently muſt have incurr 
ies of the 


DESO SS Ta Rs ere 


good Cuſtom of requiring Certificates of 


ry likely, that no Lay Baptiz d Perſon 


the Miniſter of any Pariſh; becauſe ſuch a 


Miniſter's giving ſuch a Certificate, would 


have been a publiſhing of his on fault, 
in making ſuch a Regiſter as is contrary to 
the Laws and Cuſtoms: of the Church; for 
he muſt have mention'd the Lay-man's 
Name, who was ſaid to have Baptiz*d the 


Perſon, and therby-have declar'd,: that he 
| himſelf took part with Scbz 


;ſmaticks, and 
10th and 57th Canans of the 


 Charch of England; and this might have 
deen an eſſectual means of preſerving our 


Regiſters entire, and . conſequently: of 
keeping out of the Miniſtry, — 

receiv d Baptiſm from Lay Preachers; no 
other Lay- men being at leaſt now / ſo pre- 
ſumptuous, as once to pretend to Baptize. 
But this only by way of Digreſſioon. 
AND now. to return, Chriſtian Bap- 
tiſm is certainly « Perſonal Qualificarion 
for Holy Orders ; and that it is no more 


than a Perſonal One, I infer from hence, 


becauſe all Chriſtians are equally bound to 
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be Baptiz'd, 75 well as People: 0 1 


duty of the one than of the other to be Bap, 
tiz'd: if it be ſaid yes it is, becauſe tt 
muſt of neceſſit ba a Chriſtian Miniſten, 
before ther can be a Baptiz'd: * we. 
this is not deny d; it is — 5 true ther 


that he:1 ms 2 Chriſtian 2 he is 
Uabaptizꝰd; for tis not his Baptiſm, hu 
the —— that makes him a Ches: 
{tian Miniſter, or one ſet apart #0 Miniſter a 
in the Divine of. the Chriſtian Res. 
ligion. If it be objected, that while he 
e out of the Church ; 
bow can 
mit another by Baptiſem into the Church? 
. tho da qut of the Church) _ 

wi 


not with reſpect to the Spiricual Beet-, 
he has Authority and Commiſion mediatus:. 
ly to coave 1 others; for, a Man may 
be « Tree Meſſenger to carty that Good t“ 
another, which. he himſelf neither does 

nor ever will enjoy ” 0 therfore; he w 1 
is not of the Church becauſe Unbaptia d. 
may 4 trah admit a Per ſon into the Church 
by Baptiſm, as he w | 


tho? Baptiz d) 4.48 I 
his Wickedneſs, is. deſtitute of the 
* can convey * Gift of the 1 
Gho 


and it cannot be.prov?d, that it is morethe; } , 


muſt be ſo; but it does not therfore follow! 


ke who i ef übe Charchowdos f 


reſpect to any Benefits to himſelt, ye |} 


Ws * . 
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2 
Gbboft by his Miniſtration of Sacraments 
to others: for, as 'tis not the Pyrſonat 
Holineſs of the Adminiſtrator, - that con- 
veys Holineſs to me in the” Miniſtration 
2 any Sacrament; ſo does his 
recti d that Sacrament; ſignie 
having os to me for the Validity therof, 
x 2 he Adminilters it to me by: Lak of 
« Divine Commiſſon explicitly gi ven to him. 
This Cammiſſtion alone is that which 
makes the Miniſtration not — but God's 
own Ac, and as ſuch (wirbam a etl¹r Apo 
E Cafe) tis Good and Valid, Hence 
our; Bleſſed Lord calbd Both Unbaptisd 


and Unholy Men, vz. H Agende wh: 
cannot be prov'd to baue hen Baptiz*d "in 
the Nami of the Trinity before "his Ne- 
* FF ſurreftiong and one of them, 5 Tearior, 
' F a Thief, a Devil io his Di —_—_ ti the 
IM |  Admiviſtration of Holy "Things, r he 
”  wouldcheby teach us. to lock with Fanh 
- | | oo his Anthozity only, without e 


| in any of the beſt Accom pliſhments : 2 


r 


thoſe on whom he has aner d it. And 
1 we do but look back to the Condition 
of the Jewiſh Church, during their forty 
Years fojourning in the Wilderneſs, we 
ſhall find that none of them were Circum- 
cis'd in all that ſpace of time; andthe” 
the Uncircumciso d was by Gods own Ap- 
pfointment 


FF 


poimment to ir tur of from among his Pes 


Lon yer the Miniſtry of thoſe Prieſts and 


Levites, who were born in the term of. 


thoſe Forty Years, was not - NulPd and 


made Void for their want of Circumciſion 
Which doubtleſs was as much 
to qualiſy them for Holy Orders, as Bap 
tiſm is now to qualify our Chriftian Prieſts 
po the whole, as neither the R. 
tiſm, nor Perſonal* Holineſs of; the Mini- 


_ Apoſtles, viſibly convey'd to and reſiding; 


Holy Orders are 
Biſn —＋ 

er ſana! Inca. 
* 2 want 87 By 


their on, and m 
as: for" the Saen, 


mal Divine Commiſſion de fatto given to 

the Biſh 
fett of w 
miniſtrator or - Recipient, could Invalidate 


the Adminiftration, either of 'Baptiſm or 
Holy Orders, we ſhould never have an 


end 


ter can — make us :Holy, but the 
reſiding in him; ſo nei- 
ther, Gn the Baprr/m or Perſonal Holineſs: |} 
of the Biſhop confer Holy Orders, but he 
- Pivine-Authozity from Chriſt and his 


in him: tis by virtue of chis alone that 
given, and if either the 

or Ordain'd Perſon, or both; have 
pacity, vis. of Wick 
iſm, the Fault is 
anſiver for i it but 
that muſt remaia 
Good and Valid, by reaſon of the Exter- 


1 if every Perſonal De- | 
ir'd, either in the Ad- 


mn oi aan. ata. 
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ad of Rebaptizations and Reordinations : 


ple, w. 


e expor'd to the 
p- | fame Human Fraikier, al lyable to be 
is | cry 'd with the fame innumerable Temp- 


* Dl *. 2 , «2 if 


- } fora! Qualifications, which God bas ne. 
dd. quir'd of bach Miniſter and People, vader 
5 no leſs penalty than that of Eternal Dam 
or } nation, upon the wilful neglect of them. 

i ee wag 
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rr 
r HI S fir H have preſumꝰd to declart 
ny Thoeugtus, ci erning the Uncertainry = 


andi (as fdr as I:can fee) the Falſeneſs of 
the Foundation, , 
ObjeRion is raid humbly ſubmitting all 
— — of my Super 

 therruly Ordain'dMiniſters of Jelus.Chyiſe, 
Whether Biſhbps, Pricſts;ur Deacdns, :finb 


— 


manner, as / ſoon as f canndiſebver,. my | 
Error. notte, I bog viene, 
18. ND nom whether whit ihavefaid | 


 bgdioſt Ordinationa, and Holy Mime 
| bring Nulf 4 jor want of Baptiſm, be 
true or no; tithe Invalidit af Lan Babs 
alſm be a Teuthz let erery bne take 
keep himſelf q fronrthe miſc hie vous 


ly Ordets, and: Miniſtratioms be a r 


_ 'Conſequence of it his Truth, then ther a 10 
- other Remedy but that thoſe wha arngain- 
-volv'd in it, mould extricate themſelys 
cout of it, by Epiſcopal! Baptiſmand  Reondi- 
nation. Ix is not enough to ſay, that | 


„ this will involve the Church into the . 


*: moſt Confeſion ; for, want of Baptiſm and 


oppoſition to it, to the better 


cerely. detiating that if any ing bes 
dropꝰd from me, that is contrary tobe 
Truch of Ohriſſianit y, da hereby, Re- 
cnt, and Wo ſa in a mot particylat 


cares 
Con 
quences of. it. d if the Nulling of Ho- 
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2 Valid Miniſtry is: the moſt pernleious 
Confuſion, and 3 — 
can'Þrocted from ſucti ' Perſons Teegivint 
va — Euprilin and Holy\Orders ; and ther- 
ate . — 

run for" Tipe great Im- 
portakta die ste agen, and mmmde 10 
ed terroſe, 
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© Obie 
void — ſatal Conſequences of adhering 


ok 


too ri 
i Iovald, the Authority 


« of 


BUT others ſay, that o 2 


ouſly to this Doctrine of Lay 


1 ane ver Divine, and 


p the vio» 


t 


« thoſe [an = — 2 
« plyd,Righte 7 


« Baptin'd . into rnd 


dity of La 
1 1 4s Ea Priuilidg- 


aff. 
= 
the Brſbop, or Impoſucion of this Hands, 
« of cel kite by which be ſhall fix he Rexſos- I 
of. Canonits! Vnt |} 
© ow with the Church. So alſo the Valk 1 
« as well $0,115 Inter. 
4, ſands: 08 
« che ” 4uthority of. the  Charch's, Power, 1% 
grant fach Licenſe to La- wen ig Hates 
4 mitts. + Al which being conſidet d, Lay» } 
Baptiſms x 
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> 


Bapeiſths Gaght now, eo: be acknowfedg 


ever ſuffer'd to be Publiſh'd- in the Chri- 
of the- 


| Reſtriction, that ſince the ſetling of the 
Canon of the Holy Sc 


K 
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d 
Valid, eſpecially to ſuch as have been ton · 
Aue. THIS Objeftion is fer the moſt 
part in the very Words of a Leathedund 
Reverend Oppoſer, of One of the'moſt 
Poyſonous Books that, it may de; was 


Church allkxeed'* The 
dome the Church 
ng that pernici · 


worthy Author, who'has 
good Service, in anfweri 


ous Book, I dare fay, never deligited; that 
any Thing in his e ies ook 


ſhould 'be. conſtrud to favour dir Lay- 


do the Divine Right of Epiſcopary, and 


for which our HierarchiaF Powers have 


provided g det "of Confirmation 80 


that in chele Nations, Our Lay Haptizers 


and their Praſelytes, can reap no benefit by 
any thing aſſerted in this Objection 


 THAVE already, under the Corol- 


nary of the Third Propoſition, declar'd my 
Reaſons againſt ee | — c- 


ed in this Obje@ion ; to which I thall fur- 
ther add, That I acknowledge the Divine 
Powers of the Hierarchy, hut with this 


riptures, they are 
3 


ple,framwhich rhey, have no Au- 
Wette to Deviate, and uenthy not to Y 
| - E wh ith: app af abeEfſemials.of Bap- 

| +61 whhgpt al doubt is a Funda- 
mee Che ſiagity, ;;4uch) a; Ni- 
en 17 a; Viagliam of, Chills Lew, 
be to Ediffcation; is 
beende luce C — on $4 


Or 1MPOWer 


5 


j z 5 5 Beſides, if Chri 

I ce qecd{[ary er e | 
TT G Gare — | 

| —- Chuljian'Sacy: „ Withom prqviding 

i W loch pretended Ca of Neceſſity, the 


— L THANE muſt certainly. run a 
245 in, in attompri 
diſpenſe I be for Which =o 
; Tres mp el arent and 91 70 on 
; with can 2 10 jaſt ſati faction 
a be Dientiom, eſpecially when:rhe 


ot -. ſeeming 


a 


— IN A 


— canſe bf them is removed, dd d 

is in the caſe of Perſons 8 

E, by Ea contrary to — — Raule 

eee chene 
til to the“ 0 

the Hierivebial Fear vill but n 5 
Lease. Oh d. 

.T RIS 1 7 in oppoſitiow'-ro hiſs 

e « wil Abt rity 70 

WT 7150 . 4 tu. on 

6 wed — Ne 5 

which the 1 Tarned I 
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| who Words they uk STE 1: 
| that he ititiniates. b that they 

be impower d to do ſo; whieh: plainh 
ſhews, Abbe v a7 13 venture to 
affirm that they — are ; and tis reaſon 
able — upon ſecund Thoughts 
he will not allow > on, as that they. 
may be ſo impower'd ;- becauſe at be, 


may wot be, 2s far as wetknow + ay; it 


more agrerable to reveald Religion to fa, 
that th . 
thing ol ſo. great · mument would never 
havs been leſt out of the Divine Ofacles; to. 
be handed down to us thro all Ages by. 
the uncertain method of ene, 

and thorſbrt : tis — . — r' us to 
* in * [L : when the Re- 
| cewing, 


758 
ceiving, 
Sapernatural Prjviledges and. Benefits, de- 
pends upon the Truth or Fallity of ſuch a 
d 
the Adminiſtration of Chriſtian Sacraments. 
« Heretic al, Schiſmatical and Mimical Bap- 


*  tiſms,are i in this Object ion acknowledg'd. 


to be not Entire or Valid in themſelves, 


therlore in thepiohees they are utterly ang 
Invalid (by cbs Corollary of the 3d. | 
ion.) 75. that as to 
5 3 — * Grages they are not to be had, 


| corn opal 
* 


thereby till xc. which is a plain Indication; 
that of des they are of n0 Efficacy 


to the Furpoſes of Chriſtian Baptiſm, the | 


_ Adminiſtration whereof is certainly effica- 
cious for the conveyance of Spiri 
ces. Again, 
„ and Irr eonlar Ads. But wh 
fective, — but ſor their 
le of producing the proper 
true Baptiſm ? And why ſhould they be 
term'd Irregular Acts, except only but for 
being contrary to the ſtated Ruleor which 


ſtian Baptiſin? 
80 that the External Rite perform 'd 


by theſe Heretical, Schifmatical and: Mimical 
Baptizers, being thus acknowledg'd to be. 


nn the Inſtitution of Baptiſm, and 
| | utterly 


n 
or not Receiving, of Spiri! 


iſpenſing Power, as it certainly does in 


are call'd here Defetive b 
are they De- 
per Effe&ts of | 


is the ſame) the Firſt Inſtitution of Chri- 
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Inte from the Spiritual Graces. Thus, all 
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| tif, which are all Spiritual and Superna- = 


FJState of the Un 
true Chriſtian Baptiſim; which how chey 
|} Rite by a proper Adminiſtrator, is utterly 


a , 7 S 7 1 a 


utrerly uncapable in it ſelf, of being the 
means to convey any Spiritual Graces 
what has it to do with Chriſtian Baptiſm ? 
certainly it muſt be a mere Nullity, and 
all one as if it had never been per ſormd, 
becauſe, if it had no virtue to coofer Spi- 
ritual Graces, it had no virtue to confer 


any Benefit at all; for, even the ourward 


Priviledges are no Priviledges, when ſepa- 


Perſons, on whom the faid External Rite 
was perform' d, can receive by means ther- 
of, none of the Benefits of Chriſtian Bap- 


tural, and ly muſt remain in the 


daptiz d, till they receive 


can receive without 


inconceivable. It is ſaid indeed, that 


| © thoſe Defective and Irregular Acts, (i. e. 
the External Rites of thoſe Heretical, Schiſ- 


matical and Mimical Baptiſms) are Sap- 
e ph*d, Righted,aud Confirm d, by the Curt 
f the Bi(bop, . or Impoſition of bis Handt, 
“ &c. For anſwer to which, I refer the 
Reader to the Corollary of the 3d Propeſition ; 


& further add, that this js-only ſaid and not 


ov'd ꝝ and I believe never will, till it can 
be demonſtrated that, that which before 
Oy was 


was x0 Bapt „ 
of the Word, is now made true Chriſtian 
Baptiſm (without the Act of Baptization) 
merely by the Biſhop's Chriſm, or Impo- 
ſition of his Hands. Either the firſt External 


177 A NDTS. 
m ut af in the Chriſtian ſenſe 


Rite was the One Baptiiut the Scripture | 
aks of; or it was not; if it was, then 


it was Entire and Valid Raptiſm, and con- 
ſeq wants no ſuch: Act of the Biſhop 
to ſapply.aud.-right it 3 but if it was not 
that One Bapetim, then nothing can 
make it ſozbut the very Act bf Baptization 


by a Chriſtiah Miniſter: for it may with as | 
much reiſun be affirm'd, that Baptiſm is 
Adminiſter's really and truly by ſuch Acts 


af the Biſhop, to All other Uabapti⁊ d Pere 


1 


when the want of it can he. ſ% eaſily . 
ph: but no I tham a Divine Revela- 


tion will ſuffice to convince: us, that this 
is true, and till that is produc'd:we muſt 


continue to believe, that not all the Ads 


are ſufficient to make that which before 


was no Baptiim, to become Chriſtian Bap! 
Baptization. by: A 

in 
the. Inſtitution: And that cunſequentiy, 
thoſe who never * 


tiſm, without the Af of 
proper Miniſter, as Chriſt has appoi 
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ſens 28 well as" to thoſe ; und ſo at laſt; | 
"Baptiſm'it ſelf will be render'd needleſs, | 


2 2 


>. 


© 


| 


a 3 


— thas this. Romer. was ever given to the 


1 and expoſe hen, de the lle Divi 
and {.Whick 3 * 


it by: vittue af chis ſuppos 


— D : 255 


; _ it can de 1 4 that 
er e 


2 3 
gs Ted 5. 


2 


ercile t 
whi 


Chorett: far Caſes of Hxtremity, berauſe, 
ſugh'a Bowen: wenldibe an Occaſionof de 


roving: the, very Unity of: the „Church, | 


Schilmaricks. 2 fram hen: for, 
'd Potver, 'fhe 
oma once makes Canon to Ke Lay» 

| men 
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men 0 Adminiſter Valid Baptiſm in C 
ſes of Extremity, then ſuch dividing He. 
— — calling their pre. 
tended Scruples, and Tender neſſet of Can- 


ſcience, by the Name of Cafes of en 


Lay Adminiſtrations, upon the Authority 
of the'Chureh from whom they ſeparate, 
and vindicate' their Oppoſitions to her, by | 
the Power: which ſhe in ſuch caſe wauld 
smplicizly give to them. And ſo every 
private fer ſon, after having blinded 
Underſtanding by hearkening to Falk 


a to ſeparate” from the Chu 
> 4 reaſon that he cannot overcome 
5.abohr her Doctrine and Worſhip; | 
4 therfore might join himſelf o ily | 
b he ſhould. like beſt, with 
out che leaſt fear of dividing from the 
Church, becauſe, where'rrue Sicr ament s au 
the Word of God art, there mat bes 
trae Church; and be could find propet 
Sacraments Adminiſter'd in theſe Ne 
Congregations even by Lay Adminiſtrators, 
who Act by - the Authoriry of the Churth 

her ſelf. _—_ ro build ä and 
its Unity o precarious a ation, 
that we 1 what Schiſm and 


mity, would eſtabliſh the Validity ot their | of 


"Teachers; might A: that he was under | 2 


| W Separation mean, tho theScripture | - 


tells 


ETFS 
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5. 20, 21.) will have no force and efficacy 


| Acceant:iccewe Va- 
| lid Sacraments mm L Hands: 3 — 
| will be in vain t ay, that ſush Lay 
Adminiſtrations muſt be conſintd by the 


| my the Bi 


| Adminiſtrations :#eceſſary to be Confirm'd, 
 Rightedand app, by impoſition of bis 


Fa AD ANS A AA 


— 


APPENDIX 19 


tells vs ther are an will on Jah Sis, and - 
who are guilty of ſuch. Sins, (Gel. 


upon Men's Conſciences, when they can 
once: ;pegfvade themſelves. ſas pct too 
often do) eng wine Neceſſity , 
and can (hn than N 


Biſhop before they eab be —— 
for it will be demangad, 2 = 


. 


3 — — — -_ 


g 


1 bat the — of. the — Char Ns 


are by Tuſtitution of Jach 4 Natave, r hat che © 


| Chriftian » is one , and 


Eſſential 


= 
—ͤ Ʒ2J—¾ •᷑!k⸗k(ßñẽ3mT — 


"Is APPENDIX © 


Eſſential of tlem, the Di 
ent. N 86 vine 
ä part. Nr 


— — — 


in the 2 — 7 wrt 


\ 


1 


cok fr roger Karts =: 1 


Ou Ich — i ded + oOeSCOLIOESSS) 


Communion, 


A tl 


_ 'juRty! ta: be Seartdyfiefiar tie continual 


; gniffthgothiog/at all, 
| notwithſtanding t Wag he oreſult of the 
maſt con t, Wiſdom 


_ as 


r YO WO TRTEONS WIS EN WR WET ⁵ 


a = — N 
a en * * 
p * 


11 APPENDIX uy 


1 which abundande of poor 
fallen / nid, 


Commun 
Wretches 


meerly thro? 
che falſe notion of better Edification,! and 


vain: belief of being era find true 
Chrifian Scenes in vomenution wich 
their Nen fetrvah E Feathers: A 


ins eu the Church in all- Ages, 
"= and particwlaxly* im odrge:thave chiefly 
rungen abi wretched Qpinion of the 
Opetaznk :of. Sacramenty being 
real SagratiBnts, :whethes: Admimiter'd by 
aiPticſt baz. 
rden of: Puieſthaod in 


Chriſtiar 


of our. Great ; 
eee planded from ggg 
15 U 7 rom ? | 
new Iaflantynchen: — VlniNy 
—_— ve taken place of Divino 
Iofti Aach that -clieefte (Bapgiſinz 
in-Caſts:ob emtemm Neceſſity, may be 
Validly Adminiſter d by 4 Lay man, — 4 
withſtandiog the Inſtitution vequires it 
be Admimiſtend. by a Prieſt.: and foraC. 
: Lay-baptiz'd Perſons en- 
thetnſelves by ſuppoling theirs to 
Ee Necefie, and conſequently 


that chey have receiv true Chriſtian Bap- 


tilm, 


— — 


—_— je rerwards hang 


: min his D 


* * * — " * * 
* 


160 


— * as. —_ . * 


APPENDIX. 


uc'd from Scripture 
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of Peace; which that we may all learn te 
do, and by you —_— 
warnings be preferv the dreadful 
ſin of hating Sound Dactrine, and beaping 
to our ſelves Teachers deſtitute of the D- 
vine Commiſſion, who ſerve not our Lordi 
Jeſas Chriſt, but their own Bellies, may God 

of his Infinite Mercy grant, throagh Jeſus 
Chriſt, to whom be Glory for Ever ani 
Ezer. Amen. 1 


